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to a much more unusual gift—the power of creating dramatic situations, 
Palamon and Arcite is not a play for the study only ; with a little judicious 
cutting it should act well, and its story of the love of two Theban princes 
for the same Amazon maid should make an appeal to modern audiences — 
on account of its human interest, quite apart from the picturesque 
setting. It is to be feared, however, that modern producers are very 
shy of “ poetic drama ” in any shape or form, and Mr. Williams may 
have to be content with readers instead of eye-witnesses for his play. 
There is nothing “ classic ” about Mr. Inman’s Shadows of Men. His 
poems are highly modern, both in matter and manner. They have force 


and vigour, but beauty is harder to find. Hear this from ‘ The Song of 
the Ego ” :— 


“ Out of the day, out of the night, let me 
And my renown, with vivid blazonry, 
Gouge crimson fame-ciphers against the sky 
Of age-old commonplace and trivial, 

So that the universe and all may gaze 
And not forget—ever ! ” 


This poet is an American, and writes of “ The Subway Motorman,” “ The 
Elevator Man,” “ A Certain Exclusive Department Store,” “ The Pennsyl- 
vania Station,” and similar themes. His lines on “ These United States” 
are a study in full-stops :— 


“ Discovery. A continent, vast, north 
And south. Conquest. Aztec. Inca. Gold. Gold. 
Pope’s Bull. Spaniard and Portugal. Conquest. 


And so on. He is smart and observant and clever, and sometimes poig- 
nantly satirical, as in “ The Widow,” but it cannot be denied that these 
pages contain more verse than poetry. EMM 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH 


UNREST! This one word, perhaps, sums up the salient 
characteristic of the present time. In every direction we find 
ferment and excitability. Everywhere the impression is gaining 
hold that some great and startling event is pending. Astrologers 
predict gigantic upheavals that shall result in world-catastrophes 
and decimate humanity; spiritualistic mediums are becoming 
channels for the reception of prophecies of some dire misfortune 
that is to overtake mankind; and sincere but simple folk of 
the religious type live in expectation of the approaching end of 
the world. On the other hand, occultists of various schools 
are looking forward to a great spiritual outpouring, 

SHADOWS Some anticipating a general quickening of the spirit 
OF COMING of mankind from the inner planes, others being 
ares firmly convinced that this outpouring will take the 
form of an overshadowing of one who shall become a channel 


for the inspiration of a great spiritual Teacher, the Lord of Love, 
341 
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Himself. In certain quarters the possibility is seriously enter- 
tained that this overshadowing may take place through a female 
form, and I am myself aware of a case where a child is being 
trained with all the fostering care born of this great hope. Mean- 
while, active preparations are being made by the venerable 
President of the Theosophical Society in anticipation of the 
almost immediate overshadowing of a young Hindu—an end 
towards which she has been unswervingly devoting her energies 
for a number of years past, regardless of public incredulity and 
sometimes scorn. 

Personally I cannot help thinking that the restlessness now 
universally observable is due to an unwonted pressure to which 
the race is being subjected from the inner planes at the present 
time. This would adequately explain the abnormal stimulation 
of both the constructive and destructive forces now everywhere 
at work. There can be no great spiritual effort without a cer- 
tain reactive stimulation of opposing agencies. To my mind 
it seems reasonable to believe that there should be an occult 
connection between these two widely divergent lines of prophecy, 
and that a great manifestation of spiritual force might very 
well be ushered in by some world-disaster calculated to “ stagger 
humanity.” However, come weal, come woe, it is not so much 
the event itself as our attitude towards it that is of importance. 
Even a great calamity may be made the means of arousing the 
soul from its lethargy, and opening its eyes to the Light within. 
In fact, nowhere so much as in great crises of affliction are the 
nobler attributes of humanity called forth. To realize the 
truth of this we have only to look back over the 
terrible chapters of war which we have lately 
closed. It is, however, our attitude towards the 
apparently less significant things of life that has the greatest 
influence on our spiritual welfare. As students of occultism, 
for instance, we may be disposed to admit theoretically that as 
Krishna and Jesus in the past were foci for special outpourings 
of the Spirit, so may spiritual manifestations of a similar char- 
acter be possible to-day, or in the future. When a definite 
assertion is put forward that such a manifestation is again about 
to take place, the man-in-the-street may be forgiven for dis- 
missing it with a smile of tolerant incredulity. As occultists, 
however, we cannot regard the matter as one of anything but 
of vital importance. If we are prepared to follow Truth at all 
costs, it becomes necessary to divest ourselves ruthlessly of all 
prejudices and predispositions, and to calmly await further 
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developments. Let us not close the door beforehand, because, 
forsooth, Smith is connected with the movement, and we heartily 
detest him ; or because we have an aversion to the undiscrim- 
inating zeal of some of the people who have espoused the cause ; 
or because the trend of events appears to cut against our most 
fondly cherished hopes ; or because we have our own ideas as 
to the possibility or otherwise of such an occurrence in the 
present day. 

We would earnestly counsel all who feel called upon to take 
sides on this question to beware of forming premature con- 
clusions, and when sufficient material is available to give it 
calm consideration and analysis without undue heat or rancour. 
Tolerance for those who differ from us in opinion should be one 
of the hall-marks of the occultist. The OccuLT REVIEW is the 
organ of no party, and expressions of opinion from widely dif- 
fering standpoints have ever been welcomed. Any influence 
that it may have has always been used and will continue to be 
used towards softening the asperities of controversy, and towards 
encouraging the dispassionate search for truth. Truth is in 
essence One, however varied may be its aspects, and it should 
be equally welcome whether coming through spiritualistic, 
theosophical, anthroposophical, rosicrucian, or any other channel. 


The theosophist or occultist rather more than most people 
should be ready to admit the truth of the statement that God 
has never been without His witnesses. Throughout the ages 
His Teachers have come forth to guide and counsel human kind. 
Though differing in detail with the times, the Message has always 
been fundamentally the same: that men are essentially sons of 
God, and that the goal of human evolution is a realization of 
that hidden divinity. Mrs. St. Clair Stobart has collected to- 
gether in one volume over twenty sketches of the life and teach- 

TORO ing of these great torchbearers of the Spirit. Freely 

DHARERG admitting her indebtedness to Schuré’s Great I niti- 

ov saa ates,* and other works of a kindred nature, her chief 

spirit, concer, she points out, is not so much with the 

* verification of facts, which she is content to leave 

in more competent hands, as the putting on record of deduc- 

tions which may be drawn from them. One remarkable parallel 

which she emphasizes, and which, though familiar to many, is 

well worth repetition, is that between the life and teaching of 
Krishna and the Christ. 

* London: Rider & Co., tos. 6d. net. 
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PURER EE ; 2 Krishna, like Christ, was born of a Virgin, suffered tempta- 

JRI a | tion, and underwent transfiguration ; first taught his disciples 

ea a I oS on a mountain and was responsible for a miraculous draught of 

r g fishes; while his friendship with the “ fallen” was another 

| tf i characteristic shared with the Christ. “Once (our author re- 

i lates) when a woman, a harlot, was kissing Krishna’s feet with 

H her tears, the Rajahs asked him why he allowed such a woman to 

| Și insult him, to which he replied: ‘ Leave her alone; she knows 

a K better than you ; she has faith and love ; she is saved by these.’ ” 
j Krishna’s teaching, of course, that the Kingdom of Heaven | 
5) is within us; that we should return good for evil, and show 
w charity to all; that the humble of heart is beloved of God, and | 
x needs nothing else, are quite in parallel with those of the Christ. 
There is much to be said, in fact, for the claim of the theosophist, 


ee S 


ii ta that both were manifestations of the same Lord of Love. 

H i Md Mrs. St. Clair Stobart has a pertinent observation to make 
i | | M in connection with the teaching of Buddha, Pythagoras, and 
g ie a their predecessors, from whom “ we twentieth-century Westerners 
i = a have much to learn. Our attempts at psycho-analysis, for in- 
i j m stance, seem pitiable indeed when compared with the system 
i ag of psychology of the Buddhists.” 


And it is interesting to note (she continues) that for the Buddha the 
higher powers of the mind were the spiritual, whilst the lower were said 
to be the intellectual and the psychic. These latter included clairvoyance, 
called telepathy of sight ; clairaudience, called the power of the celestial 
Yt ear; thought-reading ; insight into past history ; psychometry ; remem- 
HN brance of previous existences; and all the usual mediumistic faculties. 
| a a) p And this view of the inferior value of psychic phenomena as compared 
: with the attainment of higher spiritual wisdom will be endorsed by all serious- 
minded students of psychic science. 


With the sentence we have italicized we cordially agree. 
Now in face of this avowal of the greater importance of the 
spiritual as compared with the psychic world, it is strange to 
find our author endeavouring—in our opinion without much 
Ip i ie a success—to justify the contention that “ psychic phenomena have 
ch been the inspiration of every great Religious Teacher. The 
phrase, “‘ the psychic faculty,” is used, as a matter of fact, to 
cover every conceivable state of superphysical consaon a 
from the spiritual downwards. In commenting on the life 0 

| St. Theresa, for example, she remarks that :— 
| In order to succeed as a leader in the realm of religion, a rarè com- 
! bination of qualities is required—a combination, namely, of morality, 
spirituality, will, and intellect, plus the psychic faculty. Those who have 
morality alone remain philanthropists ; those who have spirituality alone 
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remain monks and hermits ; those with will power alone remain Napoleons 
in the various spheres of work; those who have intellect alone remain 
scientists ; whilst those who have psychic power alone remain mediums. 
Only those who combine with morality, spirituality, will, and 
intellect the great gift of superconsciousness, of a cosmic consciousness 
which enables them to penetrate a higher plane of thought, become religious 
geniuses, saints, prophets, reformers, and founders of religion. 


After being told that it is the “ psychic faculty ” which dis- 
tinguishes the religious genius, we later learn that the hall-mark 
of the religious leader is “ cosmic consciousness’?! The juxta- 
position of the two phrases merely makes confusion worse con- 
founded. Cosmic consciousness is concerned with the spiritual 
world, while the psychic consciousness has reference only to the 

astral or lower mental planes. And why, in view 
INCONSIS- R z 3 
pie A of the various psychic faculties known to the modern 

researcher, make constant use of the phrase “ the 
MINOLOGY. ‘ » 

psychic faculty ” as though there were only one ? 

We have to thank Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, however, for a 
really interesting sketch of the life and teaching of some twenty 
of the world’s greatest spiritual teachers, but we feel that we 
must take exception to her choice of title for her book—Torch- 
bearers of Spiritualism.* Spiritualism as commonly understood 
is synonymous with mediumship and spirit-control, and we 
doubt whether, among the many Great Ones she instances, our 
author can point to a single case of mediumistic control. Of 
seership she gives many examples, but that is a different matter. 
The Teachers she mentions were spiritual illuminates. How 
many spiritualistic mediums have ever attained to spiritual 
illumination? As a matter of fact, if they do not give up the 
practice they frequently end by becoming nervous wrecks. 

Nor must it be thought that a state of trance is always a 
sign of mediumship. Trance is generally associated with the 
Beatific Vision, but it has nothing to do with mediumship. The 
saints and mystics who have experienced the trance of union 
come back refreshed and reinvigorated ; the yogi who enters 
the state of samadhi “ goes in a fool and comes out a sage,” as 

Swami Vivikananda puts it. The trance of the medium, on the 
other hand, leaves him worn and depleted of vitality. He is 
no wiser after he comes out than before he goes in. St. Theresa, 
who is given as an example, may have been “ clairaudient and 
constantly admonished by spirit voices,” and “ gifted with a 
variety of psychic powers.” She may have been “ continually 


* London: Geo. Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 7s. 6d. net. 
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liable to trances,” but we cannot believe that she ever went 
“under control”; and to describe her as “a great medium” 
is hardly correct. The Roman Catholic Church was not entirely 
unacquainted with what was termed “ possession,” which would 
have been regarded as a disgrace, and immediate recourse would 
have been had to the formula of exorcism. 

Whilst admitting that the book is intended to be of a popular 
character, and meant to interest the general reader, I am bound 
to say that to my mind a greater uniformity in the use of terms 
is distinctly desirable. To say, for example, that the great 
teachers, saints and prophets became inspired “ because their 
psychic faculty put them in touch with the spirit-world” con- 
veys no meaning. As mentioned above, there is no indication 
of what is meant by “ the psychic faculty,” nor what is to be 
understood by the term “ the spirit-world.” From the context 
I should judge that “ the spiritual world ” is intended, although 
this is not quite clear; for it is stated that the 
great Teachers derived their authority from “ per- 
sonal psychic experience.” Might I suggest that 
the power of any divine message lies in its spiritual 
authenticity, rather than in its psychic origin? Similarly, 
when Swedenborg is characterized as “ a giant amongst mediums 
I can only take it that ‘“‘mediumship ” and “ seership” are 
used as interchangeable terms. Swedenborg, according to our 
author’s own showing, claimed that “ the Lord daily opened the 
eyes of his soul, to see in perfect wakefulness what was going on 
in the other world and to converse, wide awake, with angels 
and spirits.” There is no suggestion here of mediumship or 
going under control. ? - 

I am sorry to have to make these criticisms of an interesting 
and informative book, especially as I have myself fallen short 
in regard to this matter of definition. Much controversy and 
misunderstanding would be avoided could we only agree upon 
our use of terms. As will be seen in the Correspondence columns 
of this issue, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle takes me to task for regard- 
ing spiritualism as a branch of psychic science rather than as 
a religion. As a matter of fact, I have always in my own mind 
limited spiritualism to the various phenomena usually associated 
with the séance room. Religion I have always regarded as that 
interior act of the soul whereby it places itself in the presence 
of God and worships Him “ in spirit and in truth.” With these 
definitions in mind, it is hardly remarkable that I failed to see 
any connection between religion and spiritualism; and in the 
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circumstances, I feel that I was quite justified in making the 
statement to which exception was taken by Sir Arthur. The 
scope of both terms needs to be greatly widened before “‘ religion ” 
and “ spiritualism ” as above defined could embrace each other. 
It is obvious at any rate that Sir Arthur has extended 
the term “spiritualism” to include much more 
than the phenomena of mediumship. And while 
the proclamation of the glad tidings of the certainty 
of human survival may bring solace to many thousands, it does 
not necessarily involve any question of that self-surrender to 
God which is the keynote of all true religion. Survival of the 
human personality after death does not imply spirituality. 
The black-magician may have conquered the three lower worlds : 
the physical, astral and lower mental, but he knows not the 
life of the Spirit. To adduce the large attendance at the recent 
Spiritualist Congress, and to cite the number of spiritualistic 
“Churches ” in existence at the present time, proves nothing 
more than the extent of the interest on the part of the general 
public in the question of an after-life. The orthodox Church in 
general is opposed to spiritualism, although spiritualism, far 
from being an enemy of the Church, might become one of its 
most powerful allies. I cannot, however, concede that spiritual- 
ism is a religion in itself. 


SPIRITUAL- 
ISM AND 
RELIGION, 


An interesting discovery claimed by Professor Cazzamali, of 
Madrid, is reported in a recent issue of the Radio Supplement, 
issued by the British Broadcasting Company. With a view to 
ascertaining whether the human body emits radiation, the Pro- 
fessor placed the subjects of his experiments in a metallically 
screened room near a radio receiving set and a frame aerial. 
One of his best subjects was an Italian lady clairvoyant. Pro- 
fessor Cazzamali discovered that when she was 
RADIATOR hypnotized “‘ noises similar to radio telephony sig- 
yas nals ” could be detected in the headphones. These 
SCIENTIFI- : 

carry PSSS ceased when the subject awoke, and returned 

when she was hypnotized again. ““ The signals were 


HUMAN 


OERS E very clear, and could not be confused with those 
which might have been given by the accumulators or batteries 
used to work the wireless sets.” Attention is also drawn to the 
fact that the patients themselves were kept in complete ignorance 
of the nature of the investigations which were being carried out. 
It was observed that as the hypnotic trance of the subject was 
intensified, “ whistling and modulated notes could be heard, 


OO 


similar to those produced by a muted violin, or soft like those 

of a ’cello.” Each time the patients returned to the normal 

| condition these noises ceased. The Professor is convinced that 

j the psychic conditions of the subjects produce electro-magnetic 
| emanations. 

| Thus, thanks to the electronic theory of matter, the frontiers 

of physical science are steadily advancing into the domain of 

the Unseen. Occultists have long since been convinced of the 

existence of the etheric body and its electro-magnetic radiations : 

and medical science, perhaps the most conservative of all, is 

| slowly being forced to consider the possibility of the seat of 

physical disease being located in the etheric rather than in the 

i dense physical form. Attention is being directed along these 
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lines just now by the controversy over the Abrams’ method of 
3 ) diagnosis and treatment. Sir James Barr, C.B.E., D.L., F.R.S.E., 
champions the Abrams’ system in an excellent review of the 

i whole of this much-discussed subject entitled Abrams’ Method of 
k } Diagnosis and Treatment.* Dr. Abrams’ theory was that etheric 
radiations from dried human blood, which he claimed “ varied 

in vibration-characteristics according to whether the blood was 

healthy or diseased,” could be appreciated by their effects on a 

i human “ detector,” and thus be used as a basis for 
Bi ey diagnosis and treatment. It was also assumed that 
F SERA mechanically-induced radiation capable of neu- 
Ji a Xe tralizing the physiological disturbances induced by 
i the diseased blood would, if applied to the patient from whom 
j the blood was taken, cure his disease. It is claimed that em- 
i pirically this proved to be the case, and much of the controversy 
| surrounding the subject is due to the absence of any theory 
l fully adequate to cover the ground. By means of an instrument 
} | termed an “‘oscilloclast,” the torso of either the subject or a 
ii Mi human “ detector ” is subjected to magnetically induced impulses 
ji of varying frequency according to the nature of the disease which 
it is desired to cure. In the chapter devoted to “A Reply to 
Unfavourable Criticisms ” it is regarded as proven (I) that the 
dried blood can in some way produce physiological disturbances 
a subject, so that general conceptions may be formed as to the 
diseased state of the patient to whom the blood belongs, and pe 
may be utilized as guides to treatment ; (2) that the oscilloclas 
can in some way neutralize the physiological disturbances were 
on the subject ; and (3) that the treatment by the oscilloclas 
is on the whole very successful. It is, however, admitted, on 


* London: W. Heinemann, Ltd., 5s. net. 
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the other hand, that neither the nature of the radiation from 
the blood, nor the manner in which the energy from the oscillo- 
clast acts upon the diseased conditions, is satisfactorily established. 
It would seem that in view of the function of the spleen in 
the appropriation and distribution of vital prana throughout the 
etheric system, an excellent opportunity is presented for some 
physicist with an occult bent to investigate the effect of etheric 
vibrations of varying frequencies upon the physiological system, 
and thus help to establish the electronic method upon a scientific 
basis. As it is, Sir James Barr is driven to make some rather 
scathing allusions to medical prejudice and conservatism, and to 
address an earnest appeal to the younger and more enterprising 
members of the profession to take up work in this promising 
field. Certainly the seventy-odd reports of cases treated by 
doctors who have employed the original Abrams’ instruments 
for diagnosis and treatment make impressive reading, including 
as they do cases of malignant growths, tuberculosis, heart disease, 
locomotor-ataxia, goitre, and various other ailments. 


As a further evidence of the widespread interest manifested 
at the present time by the general public in “ Things that Matter ” 
—to make use of the title of the intensely interesting debate be- 
tween Sir Oliver Lodge and Dame Henrietta Barnett recently 
broadcasted from 2LO—the Weekly Dispatch (London, Eng.) has 
just commenced a series of articles by representatives of various 
spheres of activity, such as the Church, Literature, Law, Politics, 
and Science, on the subject of the after-life. The name of Miss 
Maude Royden, the famous writer and preacher, appears as one 
of the contributors to the series, along with those of no less than 
five Bishops, in the section representing Religion. In the domain 

N Ga of Literature, the views of such widely divergent 
ENE 5 mental types as Mr. Israel Zangwill and Mr. G. K. 
RENAR Chesterton will be included. Law will be repre- 
TA sented by Judge Parry and the well-known London 
' magistrate, Mr. J. A. R. Cairns. The Secretary of 
the International Miners’ Federation, Mr. Frank Hodges, together 
with Mr. Clynes, the Labour M.P., and Mr. Ian Macpherson, late 
Under-Secretary of State for War, will be the representatives of 
the political world; while Dr. Mary Scharlieb and Professor 
Leonard Hill will give their views on this momentous subject as 
representatives of Science. 

To some of us the views of the other fellow on such matters, 

involving as they do the element of personal self-revelation, make 
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g a specially intense appeal. The famous novelist, Mr. Max Pem- 
E berton, is responsible for the first article of the series, and the 
gist of his opinion may be found in his concluding remarks :— 


sek 


i 

os For myself, apart from all questions of creeds and dogmas, the natural 
j q religion of my youth remains. I believe that man is immortal because he 
: oS can conceive of immortality. I believe in the voice which in the silent 
i hours bids me hope that death is not the end of all things. . . . Of the 
ak conventional heaven, with harps and crowns ; of a hell which is the inven- 
i tion of minds diseased, I know nothing nor desire any knowledge. Rather 
i would I turn for a thought to a pagan age and say with Cicero: “ There 
j is, I know not how, in the minds of men a certain presage, as it were, of a 
4 future existence, and this takes the deepest root, and is most discoverable 
in the greatest geniuses and most exalted souls.” 


aa 


Apart from the evidence of psychical research, which no 
earnest seeker can afford to ignore, this intuitive assurance of 
immortality becomes part and parcel of the mystical conscious- 
ness. It is, indeed, a prerequisite ; for how may that which is 
mortal hope to sense the presence of the divine? How can that 
which is merely of the earth conceive of that which is immortal? 

Three awards of {100 each are offered for the best letters on 
this subject received from readers: one for the best letter re- 
ceived from a spiritualist ; one for the best communication from 
a layman; and one for the best from a clergyman. In view of 
the tremendous interest created by the series of articles on similar 
lines which appeared in the Sunday Express (London, Eng.), and 
now combined in one volume and published at 2s. 6d. by Messrs. 
Hutchinson & Co. under the title My Religion, there is little 
doubt that many readers of the OccurT Review will be glad 
to know of this important series now running in the well-known 
London weekly newspaper. 


HARRY J. STRUTTION. 
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MYSTICISM, THE BASIS OF 
WORLD-UNITY 


By G. BAsEDEN Burr, Author of “Modern Psychism’ 


, 


I 


THE desire for a world-religion is one of the deep and universal 
instincts. It is this fundamental desire which causes missionary 
zeal, awakening in people of earnestness and conviction the 
determination to lead others to their own point of view. It 
lies behind the ideals of Catholic Christianity. The beautiful 
vision of a Catholic Church which shall be Holy and One reflects 
the religious mind groping for the world-religion ; and behind 
the perverted ambitions and criminal policies of Imperialists 
and politicians dreaming of World Domination lies this same 
fundamental desire, that there shall be One Flock and One 
Shepherd. 

The fiendish bigotry which sent heretics to torture and the 
stake, and which maintained the unity of the Church by means 
of thumb-screw and rack, when argument and creed proved 


* ineffectual, must also be written down as mistaken service to 


the World-Religion. Mediæval Catholicism was an attempt to 
found the unity of the saints on force, to compel by physical 
violence that free assent of intellect to truth which can never 
be won by any other means than logical and comprehensive 
reasoning from sound and comprehensive premise. 

And when, as was inevitable, this attempt to coerce unity 
encountered failure, it seemed for a time that the trend of the 
freed human mind was invariably towards sectarianism and 
division. Wherever freedom of thought has prevailed, there. 
new opinions have been formulated, fresh interpretations of life 
and destiny have been conceived. Cults and sects, philosophies. 
and fads have increased and multiplied until religions are now as. 
numerous, and as frail, as the grass of the field. It goes without 
saying that these movements are founded on partial knowledge, 
often on pitiably minute fragments of other and rejected systems, 
mighty and magnificent in their day, but sadly disintegrated by 


modern criticism. 
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| II 

3 D The apparent futility of human opinion suggests the desir- 

| wh ability of suspending judgment. “ I do not know, and, after all, 
i it does not matter,” is frequently the attitude of middle-aged 


4 persons to the fundamental problems of existence. And there 
' are some who think they show the scientific or philosophic spirit 


if they contrive to have no convictions. Is it possible for such 
A impartiality or indifference always to be maintained? Is it 
y possible always to suspend judgment? Such an attitude of 
$ ' mind is certainly advisable in regard to many concrete scientific 
j E: questions, and may even be possible for a time on the great 
i question of the meaning of life, or the existence and nature of 
4 God. But it is only possible for a time. Sooner or later decision 
4 has to be made. The thinker has to make up his mind. He 
ig must join one side or the other. Every day and hour of our 
N existence the problem of life’s meaning presses for solution. The 
a cry of the poor demands its justification, enigmas of suffering 
i and injustice confront whomsoever possesses optimistic faith. 
tg The urgency of these problems forces us, sooner or later, and 
a perhaps, in the end, unconsciously, to make decision. 
$ Shunning the problem, abandoning inquiry and suspending 
M judgment lead too often to pessimism. À 
No matter how persistently we remain neutral, eschewing 
| party, a party must receive us in the end. 
ite Shun the sects; but beware lest, in the shunning, new sects 
| be created. Man cannot live, save he acquire opinions. 
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i III 
i There is only one alternative to faith or suspended judgment, 
MR and that alternative amounts to suicide. The multitude of 
EEU a conflicting opinions, the irreconcilable hostility of „sectarian 
Th a ee prejudice, the wide disparity existing between the views even 
| i of enlightened and distinguished thinkers, —facts such as these 
Ai U | suggest the possibility that Truth in its essence may be unknown 
and unknowable. It is then assumed that Truth is unknowable, 
because non-existent ; it is a phantasy of human imagination, 
an illusion of the human mind. Truth is not. All that exists 
is the physical universe. Expediency, therefore, is the only 
rational morality, and comfort the only sane ideal. 

Yet that Truth should not be, or that it should lie beyond the 
apprehension of the human intellect, is unthinkable. Life itself 
is built upon the dual basis of Truth and Morality ; and to deny 
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these is to ignore the foundation of existence, and to cloud the 
source of life whence the intellect derives illumination. Denial of 
truth and morality is equivalent to self-annihilation. It is the 
withdrawal of light and life from mind and spirit. Every action 
is an assumption of morality, and every thought an assumption 
of truth. The man who declares “ There is no truth,” or 
“ Truth is unknowable,” believes that very statement to be the 
truth. It cannot be. The contradiction in logic is self-evident 
and irreconcilable. If it were true that there is no truth, the 
mind of man would be incapable of grasping the fact ; it would 
be capable of no thought whatever. Mind would not exist. 
Man himself would not exist. The material universe—glittering 
with its myriad stars and suns and planets, magnificent in the 
unerring procession of cosmic law, would not exist. For the 
physical universe is a garment, a visible expression of truth ; 
and reason is part of the law and order whereby truth operates. 


IV 


As with Truth, so also with morality. It is impossible to 
eradicate the ideas of right and wrong from the human mind, 
without annihilating personality. The utmost it is possible to 
achieve is toimplant in the mind the idea that nothing is wrong, 
and therefore anything and everything is right. But this, 
although a ghastly travesty of truth, is still an idea of morality. 
There are signs not wanting that in this twentieth century there 
exist many who, under the impression that they have escaped 
from old and foolish ideas of right and wrong into a philosophical 
freedom which is beyond good and evil, and a practical licence 
beyond the claims of conscientiousness, have adopted for their 
own this pernicious idea of conduct. Yet a moral code it remains, 
though a bad one. 

It is clear, therefore, that since Truth and Morality are 
inseparable from human life and thought, they exist and are 
knowable. Since we exist, and are thinking beings, so also exist 
Morality and Truth. 


V 


Moreover, fission of the sects notwithstanding, Truth must be 
not multiform but One. This cannot mean that there is only 
one true religion, all the others being false, for that would imply 
injustice in the realms of thought. The row of orators at the 
Marble. Arch in Hyde Park, London, while preaching opposite 


systems of religion and of politics, have one characteristic in 
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common : each and every orator believes that what he is saying is 
the truth. He believes himself to be correct in his facts and sound 
in the inferences which he draws therefrom. His earnest endea- 
vours to make converts arise from his conviction that everyone 
who does not think as he does, is wrong. If, in actual fact, it 
should happen that one among that crowd were indeed the 
exclusive possessor of the whole truth, a fundamental injustice 
is suffered by the others, who are equally sincere, equally earnest 
in missionary labours, and have taxed their intellects to the 
utmost in the search for truth, exactly as had the man who was 
more fortunate in finding. Such capricious injustice is unthink- 
able. For if truth were the exclusive possession of a sect, or any 
religious body, that truth ought to be clearly discernible to all, 
and of such a nature as to reveal plainly the falsity of the errors 
which compete with it. Yet it is well known that what appeals 
to the learned rarely appeals to the ignorant, and, of course, the 
converse is even more noticeable. At the same time, disagreement 
is often most conspicuous and extreme among people of intellect 
and knowledge. 


VI 


Arguments which refer to differences between sects and 
cults apply with equal force to differences between the great 
religious systems of the world. That Christianity should be 
exclusively true, and Buddhism, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and 
the other great faiths, with their many millions of adherents, 
consistently false, is an unthinkable injustice. Even Christians 
recognize this fact, since they sometimes admit that the vanci 
“ pagan ” faiths are not without their measure of truth “ so far 
as they go,” though pride of place is claimed for Christianity. 
But supposing it were a fact, for example, that Christianity 
were exclusively true and the other great religions entirely false, 
the possibility of Christianizing the whole world and of es 
out the other great faiths would still remain the wildest and 
most impracticable of dreams. It is said that religions die hard ; 
that ridicule and even the demonstration of inherent absurdity 
cannot killa religion. It is even asserted that no religion ag 
to history has ever entirely disappeared, numbering no adheren 
on the face of the earth. And if persuasion cannot convert, even 
less can persecution kill; for the blood of the martyrs, a5 © 
known even by the ignorant, is the seed of the church; an 
there is no more certain way to arouse the passion of conviction 
and start the raging fires of conversion than by the shedding of 


TS $e 


MYSTICISM AND WORLD-UNITY 355 


the blood of the just. The great religious faiths are so bound 
up with national and racial qualities that it is as easy for the 
leopard to change his spots, or for the negro to become white, 
as for Hindus, Parsees, Buddhists, or Confucians to forsake their 
faiths. Excessive missionary labours find their nemesis in 
national revivals such as the great Indian renaissance taking 
place to-day, with Hindu and Buddhist universities springing up 
everywhere, and the ancient faiths being proclaimed anew and 
with renewed conviction. | 
Even if the complete suppression or attrition of these religions i 
were possible, it would still be undesirable. The ancient faiths 
of the East have their literature, art and philosophy ; they have 
wonderful scriptures embodying profound psychology, exalted 
speculation, esoteric knowledge ; they have sublimity far greater 
than the superficial West appreciates, and art superior to our l 
own. And therefore, in Christianizing the world, the influence 
of a vast literature and an age-long tradition must be overcome ; i f 
a culture which measures millennia as we measure centuries must i 
be destroyed ; and all the thought of the past, and the treasures i 
of literature in which that thought is enshrined, must be for- | 
gotten—obviously, an impossible task. For even if the ignorant ! 
classes of the East, thoughtless and often exploited by Western i 
industrialism, were converted to Christianity, the influence of i 
that literature would still always remain a vital force. Wherever HW 
Í 
i 
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the spirit is free to make independent inquiry ; wherever the self- 
reliant mind sets forth with determination in the quest of truth ; 
wherever broadmindedness is encouraged and intellectual specu- 
lation esteemed ; wherever welcome is given to all sincere philo- 
sophy, there the great Eastern literature shall be recognized 
and lauded, making converts not through force but through f 
inherent superiority. ifi 
f 
VII La 
It is therefore useless to expect any one religion to conquer Í 
all the others, and unity, if it is to be achieved at all, must be l 
achieved by reconciliation. What we have to look for is the | 
higher synthesis which will be the world-religion. The great ER 
religions of the world, and the little sects and cults of which ie 
great religions are composed, or by which they are attended, must i 
be regarded not as mutually exclusive rivals, but as pillars in the | 
temple of Truth. All are necessary. Without any one of them yy 
the great building would be incomplete, and the whole edifice on 
in danger of collapse. But the unifying principle, which is the ut j 
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roof overarching the pillars, has yet to be discerned by men 
who, accustomed to little-distance prospects and the habit of 
downward gazing, have not yet raised their eyes aloft. 

The fact that truth is like a many-sided jewel, and that the 
great religions of the world, though differing in externals, have 
much in common and much that is complementary, has been 
adequately emphasized elsewhere. Religions differ because 
they are designed to meet the especial needs of a particular 
people at a certain stage of development, and for the same 
reason—though fundamentally in harmony—they emphasize 
different aspects or fragments of truth. Thus Zoroastrianism 
is pre-eminently the religion of purity, though purity is inculcated 
by almost all faiths. Buddhism, on the other hand, stresses the 
importance of spiritual knowledge; Hinduism proclaims the 
immanence of God and the brotherhood of man; while Chris- 
tianity proclaims the absolute value of the individual. Thus 
there is nothing necessarily inharmonious between these great 
systems, and much, even in regard to fundamental doctrine, that 
is their common glory. That they are capable of unity in a 
great world-wide system of mutual toleration and comprehension 
is also certain. 

VIII 

We have seen that the tendency of the human mind at a certain 
stage of its development is towards disagreements and fission. 
As man emerges from the darkness of ignorance into knowledge 
of concrete facts divergency of thought is the inevitable result, 
firstly, because different facts come under the observation of 
different individuals, and secondly, because inadequate or mis- 
taken inferences are deduced from the limited number of facts 
known. But as knowledge increases, differences tend to disappear. 
And above all, when the spiritual intellect, as distinct from the 
concrete mind, becomes evolved in man ; when he develops the 
power of mystical experience as well as of mental comprehension, 
then he passes from the dogma which is nothing more than the 
memorandum of an experience, to the life of the spirit which 
is life indeed. Then inharmonious wrangling, and conflict over 
inessentials, become impossible, for he knows the inner reality 
of all religions—divine inspiration from the life of God. 

There are signs in abundance that, for the present at least, 
the stage of sectarianism is passing away. Hitherto in the past 
two thousand years the movement of thought has been towards 
greater and greater diversity, but to-day there are signs which 
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indicate that the tide is turning, and that a movement towards 
unity is commencing. This unity, when it is achieved, will be 
infinitely superior to the unity which has existed in the past. 
The unanimity of the Catholic Church, as we have seen, was 
based on ignorance and force. That unanimity and consequent 
unity was destroyed by the printing press. Reunion, when it 
occurs, will be based on knowledge and toleration, and these 
are being wrought to-day particularly in Christendom by the 
movement known as “Copec,” whereby members of different 
denominations are enabled to know one another and one another’s 
views, thereby, as a first step towards unity, gaining a clear 
comprehension of the things that divide. The movement for 
the reunion of Christendom grows stronger year by year; the 
ideal of a Church united and unanimous, of a body which shall 
represent without rent or division the “ seamless robe of Christ,” 
is taking hold of the imaginations of greater and greater numbers 
of Christians, who realize that, before they can hope to convert 
the world, they must convert themselves—that before they can 
hope to withstand the assaults of the enemy, the world, they 
must present a united front to the foe. A united front is only 
possible and only effectual (in Christian warfare) when there is a 


united heart. 


IX 


Along with this growing tendency towards reunion in Christen- 
dom, the possibility of a much greater union of the great faiths 
of the world in an all-embracing world-religion is also looming 
nearer. The Theosophical movement, it may be said, has made 
such a union a possibility in, perhaps, another thousand years, 
or even sooner; for thought, once it is conceived, moves with 
marvellous rapidity, leaping from mind to mind and from conti- 
nent to continent. And this ideal of a universal religion is made 
more practicable to-day by the changing world-conditions. No 
longer is religion the servant of nation or state as it was in pagan 
and medieval times. Religion, as is recognized to-day by almost 
every one, should be world-wide in its application, and churches 
which label themselves as national sin against the Holy Ghost. 
Undoubtedly the growth of the world-religion will go hand in 
hand with the growth of internationalism. Only as we learn to 
regard ourselves as citizens of one country—the world—shall 
we realize that there is only one Father of all men, though He 
be worshipped under many names; only one heaven that is 
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the goal of Humanity, though the Father’s house have many 
mansions. 


X 


In particular, it is to the development of mysticism that one 
may look with confidence for the furtherance of the coming 
union. Only as man learns Truth on interior planes, as he 
experiences that contact with the divine which it is beyond the 
power of words to describe, will the barriers of credal formula 
be transcended. For the contact of the soul with God leads to 
the sense of unity which some call cosmic consciousness, others 
brotherhood, and others, charity. It is the living realization of 
Fatherhood, with a consequent extension of consciousness, the 
new birth, the entering of the Path. 

When this mystical experience is commonly diffused among 
men, there will occur a new synthesis of life and thought. In 
the fullness of time, unity will evolve naturally and be maintained 
without effort. New peoples shall arise, and with them, new 
philosophy, new aspiration, and a new religion, wider, profounder, 
loftier than the old, embracing within the vesture of its philosophy 
all the children of men and penetrating with its spiritual science 
into the unseen universe of spirit. 
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NEW RESEARCHES IN THE PHYSICAL 
PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM 
By H. STANLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc., A.I.C. 


THE physical phenomena of spiritualism are suspect, and not, 
let it be said, without justification. No one, for example, who 
has read the celebrated Revelations of a Spirit Medium, of which a 
facsimile edition, with Notes, Biography, Glossary and Index, 
was published in 1922 under the joint editorship of Messrs. Harry 
Price, F.R.N.S., and Eric J. Dingwall, M.A., and noticed in THE 
OccuLt REvIEw by myself, can fail to be conscious of the great 
resourcefulness and ingenuity of which fraudulent mediums are 
capable, and of the high desirability of investigators being fully 
cognizant of what I might call the tricks of the trade, and of the 
methods of stage-magic. Phenomena genuinely inexplicable in 
terms of the known laws of science may take place under conditions 
falling very far short of test-conditions ; but, until the occurrence 
of such phenomena Mas been verified under test-conditions, those 
that occur otherwise will inevitably be looked upon with 
suspicion. 

My own belief, for example, is that the phenomena which were 
recorded by the late Sir William Crookes were genuine pheno- 
mena, and that he was not the dupe of a fraudulent medium, but 
in spite of the fact that they were carried out in Crookes’ own 
house and laboratory and under conditions at any rate approxi- 
mating to test conditions, doubt has been cast upon their validity 
on the grounds that Crookes was not an expert in the methods of 
trick-magic. 

A like objection cannot be urged against Mr. Harry Price, one 
of the joint editors of the work referred to above, and a book by 
him, just published, in which he records a number of remarkable 
phenomena obtained in the presence of a new medium, is there- 
fore of more than little value.* 

The medium in question, who is referred to under the pseu- 
donym of “ Stella C.,” is described as a normal, healthy girl, 


* Stella C.: An Account of Some Original Experiments in Psychical 
Research. By Harry Price, F.R.N.S. With a Foreword by C. R. Hains, 
M.A., B.D., F.S.A. 7} ins. X 4} ins., pp. 106 + 16 plates. London: 


Messrs. Hurst & Blackett Ltd., Paternoster Row, E.C.4. Price 3s. 6d. net. 
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twenty-three years old, of a quiet and unassumin 
reserved in her manner, pleasant in her speech, and very willing 
and tractable in her endeavours to help the investigators in every 
way. Her ordinary occupation is that of a hospital nurse and 
dispenser, and for her services in connection with these researches 
she received only the remuneration she would have earned at 
her usual work. 

There is a vast amount of evidence to show that white light 
inhibits the occurrence of the physical phenomena of spiritualism, 
and it is no use for critics to carp against this fact. Most of the 
phenomena recorded by Mr. Price were obtained in a room illu- 
minated by a 60-watt ruby lamp—a few occurred in darkness, 
Many of them are of a character familiar to investigators in 
this field of research—such as movements (including levitation) 
of the séance-table, the production of raps, movement of 
other objects, production of flashes of light and of sounds upon 
various musical instruments—though even concerning such 
relatively well-known phenomena, there are certain outstanding 
points of interest in the present observations. For example, 
so powerful was the force manifested that one table employed 
was completely smashed. However, for details as to this 
and other points of interest Mr. Price’s book itself must be 
consulted. 

Two highly important observations must not, however, be 
passed over without notice. Mr. Price had the foresight to install 
a Negretti and Zambra self-registering thermometer in the séance- 
room, which, incidentally, it may be mentioned, was a room next 
to the editorial offices of Light. The thermometer “ was fastened 
against an enclosed oak-beam high up on the wall farthest away 
from the medium, and not within reach of any member of the 
circle during sittings. The séance-room was not heated before 
or during the sittings and . . . scrupulous care was taken m 
setting the thermometer and recording the readings.” The sit- 
tings commenced in the morning at times varying from about a 
quarter to eleven to half past and were usually two or three hours 
in duration. In the majority of cases a distinct fall in the tem- 
perature was noticed during the sittings. In some cases the fall 
was not a considerable one, but in one case it amounted to 
much as 20-5 degrees F., and in other cases it varied from 4 to 11:5 
degrees. At the finish of each sitting the thermometer always, 
as would naturally be expected, showed a slight rise. ABe 
are several conceivable methods by which an increase in the 
temperature might have been produced by fraudulent means, but 
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such means would be absolutely powerless to produce a drop in 
the temperature under the conditions described, and the fact, 
therefore, may be taken as duly established, that the production 
of the physical phenomena of spiritualism are accompanied with a 
fall in the temperature of the surrounding atmosphere. 

As to the explanation of this fact—that is another question. 
Mr. Price is more concerned with the collecting of accurate know- 
ledge pertaining to the physical phenomena of spiritualism than 
with theorizing about them ; and although to theorize is fascinat- 
ing and not always fruitless, it cannot be denied that what are 
emphatically needed in this domain are facts. 

The second observation by Mr. Price to which reference must 
here be made is one which he obtained by means of a special in- 
strument he calls the “ Telekinetoscope ” and which he designed 
specially for the purpose. The instrument consists essentially of 
two parts in electrical connection, one being a ruby lamp and the 
other a contact-maker. The ruby lamp is fastened on a wooden 
base and hermetically sealed with a glass cover. The contact- 
maker is contained at the bottom of a brass cup, around the rim of 
which a few holes are made. The cup is sealed with a soap-film, 
which is protected by a glass cover. In these circumstances it is 
impossible by any known physical means “ to make the circuit ” 
without removing the glass cover, breaking the soap-film and 
pressing the contact-maker. Nevertheless, during one of the 
séances with Stella C., the little electric lamp was seen to glow, 
and the soap film, which was immediately examined, was seen 
to be intact. This successful experiment appears to indicate the 
existence of a hitherto unknown force—that is, unknown to ortho- 
dox science—which is capable of entering the brass cup through 
the tiny holes in its rim, and depressing the contact-maker. 
Unfortunately the conclusion rests upon a single observation. 
Stella C. was unwilling to continue the experiments after thirteen 
sittings had been held, but Mr. Price is confident that she will be 
persuaded to resume the experiments, and it is hoped that further 
investigations may be carried out with the telekinetoscope. Mean- 
time it would be of interest to experiment with the instrument in 
the presence of other mediums. 

In closing this brief notice of a very important contribution 
to the literature of what I might call scientific occultism, I should 
mention that the book contains a long and very interesting fore- 
word by Mr. C. R. Hains, M.A., F.S.A., containing much valuable 
information and observations thereon. There is one observation 
of Mr. Hains’, however, from which I must dissent. Writing of 
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the physical phenomena of spiritualism, he says, apropos of the 
hypothesis that such phenomena are the work of discarnate 
spirits, “ we cannot really think of disembodied spirits engaging 
in such trivial and unspiritual tasks.” I cannot see, on the 
spiritualist hypothesis of the persistence of personality, why folk, 
who have all their lives here been engaged in trivial and unspiritual 
tasks, should not continue the like avocation hereafter. Nor, 
indeed, is the demonstration of a force hitherto unknown to 
science—in whatever way this demonstration is made—deserving 
of the epithet “ trivial.” On the other hand, there is nothing in 
the physical phenomena of spiritualism that necessitates our 
adopting the hypothesis that discarnate entities are at work. 
For whatever powers may be attributed to discarnate spirits, 
surely these powers also reside—in the unconscious—in the spirit 
incarnate in the medium, and, indeed, in each of us. But asl 
have already indicated, concerning the physical phenomena of 
spiritualism, at the moment it is the facts that are important 
rather than the explanations of them. We want facts: more 
facts. Mr. Price has added richly to our store and is to be con- 
gratulated upon a most valuable service towards the advancement 
of scientific knowledge. 
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THE HAUNTED LODGE 


A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE 
SUPERPHYSICAL 


By CLIFFORD W. GREATOREX, F.Z.S. 


SOME time ago I read with the deepest interest Mr. Elliott 
O’Donnell’s remarkable book, Some Haunted Houses in England 
and Wales, and I am well aware that what I am about to relate 
would seem very commonplace and unattractive if compared 
with certain of the amazing, not to say horrifying, experiences 
recorded by that author, who is, I believe, a psychical expert 
of high standing. 

However, fidelity to fact, and not sensationalism, is the first 
consideration on the part of every seeker after knowledge, and 
my unpretentious narrative will gain, rather than lose, by its 
lack of anything approaching to the extraordinary. 

In setting down the following account of certain of my own 
psychic experiences, I have taken only one liberty with literal 
accuracy—I have altered the names of the places concerned, 
for reasons which will be appreciated at once. A place that is 
haunted, or is supposed to be haunted, is not likely to be tenanted 
for any considerable period of time; and assuredly I would 
avoid rendering anyone even a slight disservice, though that 
were done indirectly and quite unwittingly. 

To begin my narrative. From March to September, 1919, 
my wife and I occupied a small Lodge on the estate of Sir John 
X., near S., in a well-known part of the Midlands. 

The Lodge—which, I think, has since been pulled down and 
an entirely new building reared in its place—stood in a dense 
coppice, and beyond the coppice, hidden from sight by trees, 
was an ancient and rambling farmstead. The Lodge itself was 
old, though I estimated that its age did not exceed some two 
hundred years or thereabouts. Upon this point, however, I 
am undecided. At any rate, the place was constructed very 
substantially, and there was nothing suggestive of the work of 
the jerrybuilder in any part of its composition. Apart from a 
certain dampness, which occasional fires dispelled easily enough, 
the place was all that could be desired by those who delight in 
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(N : peace and solitude, and, furthermore, it could be made exceed- 

UPE ti ingly comfortable. 

į Af E i geo Comfortable it was during the period of our tenancy, for we 
i spared no pains in making the place as habitable and as con- 

venient internally as it was picturesque and attractive externally, 

At the time of my narrative, I was taking a prolonged holiday, 
so there was ample opportunity for attending to matters which, 
ordinarily, are hardly within my sphere. 

My wife had lived in a town several miles away prior to our 
marriage, and she had heard more or less vague rumours to the 
effect that the neighbourhood of the Lodge was “ uncanny,” 
“ dangerous,” frequented by vagrants, and not a safe place for a 
; 4 woman or a man to walk in alone after nightfall. However, not 
i a a a word had reached her ears concerning the possibility of the 
situation being haunted; though on one occasion a casual 
j : g visitor remarked, laughingly, that if he stayed there at night, he 
; BE would expect to see a ghost / Neither my wife nor I was disposed 
7 to give the jest a second thought. Superphysical phenomena did 
not appeal to us in those days. We found the concerns of our 
everyday life all-sufficient. We had only recently been married, 
and life was too full of other interests to have much room to spare 
for the contemplation of spectres. 

None the less, the place was certainly sufficiently remote to 
have formed a rendezvous for all the disembodied spirits in the 
county! -The coppice, though near the road, was separated 
from that highway by a tall, dense hedgerow. The nearest rail- 
way station was more than three miles away, and half an hour's 
brisk walking was necessary before one could reach a village. 

The coppice itself, though an ideal spot for lovers and dreamers 
and others who delight in secluded rural retreats, was sombre, 
and, after nightfall, mysterious. Later, we came to look upon 
it as sinister; but that was not yet. During the first several 
weeks of our sojourn we did not notice its eeriness at all; or, at 
any rate, only very occasionally, and that for but a few fleeting 
moments. We were newly wedded, and were in Arcady. 

Probably one reason why we did not notice the eeriness of 
the place more than merely casually, until that aspect of the 
situation was thrust upon our attentions very forcefully, lay m the 
circumstance that both my wife and I found great pleasure mm 
the study of wild nature, which here surrounded us on every side. 
We were intensely interested in the lives of the furred and feathered 
creatures abounding in this lonely spot: in the foxes that prowled 
in the coppice, even crossing our very threshold ; the stoats and 
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weasels, rabbits, hares and hedgehogs, dormice, shrews and bats, 
not to mention the owls and jays, the jackdaws and the rooks, 
the various hawks and the multitudinous finches and other small 
birds which here enjoyed an undisturbed sanctuary. 

Those were days and nights of sheer happiness, of realization 
of our essential oneness with the great pulsating heart of the 
Universe. The coppice was to us the forest primeval, and we 
were as care-free and radiant as Adam and his exquisite Eve 
could possibly have been. We lived in an atmosphere of romance 
and beauty and delight. Ours was unlimited leisure. We could 
do exactly whatever the impulse of the moment, or our slightest 
inclinations, suggested. Ours was the restoration of Eden— 
Paradise regained. 

But, alas! Where is that Paradise which contains no lurking 
Serpent ? 

Our earthly paradise was not to remain exempt from in- 
felicity, after all. Truly, there was no rift in the lute so far as 
our happiness in each other was concerned. Far from it! The 
marring element came from the realms of the superphysical ; 
even as did the discordant note in the first of Edens. 

We discovered to our dismay that the Lodge was haunted. 

Perhaps there was no valid reason why we should allow that 
fact to occasion us so much alarm and disappointment ; but, 
after all, we did not care to spend an interminable succession of 
nights in a place where, at any moment, for aught we knew to the 
contrary, there might be manifested superphysical phenomena 
that, perhaps, would prove to be evilly disposed towards us. We 
had read, some years before, books dealing with the occult, and 
knew, in theory, that not all spirits are friendly ones! 

Now, at this juncture I might remark that both my wife and 
I, some time before our marriage, had been told by competent 
and independent judges of temperament and character, that we 
possessed in some considerable degree the psychic faculty ; and 
that, were we to devote our time and attention to occult subjects, 
we should probably be able to render some service to the specialists 
in that domain of science. However, neither of us then wished to 
study the occult very deeply. We had other and more practical 
concerns to occupy our thoughts. My wife—then my fiancée— 
was working hard to save for the time when we should marry, 
and I had to make my way in the difficult paths of literary 
achievement. 

However, I must not digress. 

Well, it so transpired that the room occupied by my wife 
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and I—which, like all the other rooms, was on the ground floor— 
possessed a door that could be opened and closed only with very 
considerable difficulty. This was one of the repairs we had 
omitted to have attended to. The hinges of this door had slipped 
out of position, and the heavy timber sagged. Throughout the 
day, we left the door partially open ; but at night, before retiring 
to sleep, we invariably closed it. To say that we lifted and pushed 
it into position would be to speak with greater exactitude, 

After we had lived at the Lodge for about three months, we 
were visited by my wife’s sister and brother, who occupied rooms 
adjoining our own. Both were sound sleepers, and neither was in 
any way disposed to be superstitious. 

One sultry night in June, when everything was quiet, save for 
the hooting of the owls and the shrill cries of the bats, mingled 
with the whirring of innumerable moths amongst the rhododen- 
drons, I was awakened by the sound of something rustling outside 
our bedroom door. 

I waited, and, a few moments later, the door began to shake, 

Gently, I awoke my wife. She was sleeping lightly, and was 
alert in a moment. 

Her full, luminous eyes filled with apprehension, and she would 
have called to her sister, thinking that perhaps that lady was 
trying to enter our room in quest of matches or a candle (we 
usually ran short of both these commodities). 

However, I motioned to her to be still, and placed a hand 
over her mouth. We both looked towards the door and waited. 
The door riveted our attention. We could not look away from 
it, for it was slowly opening, being lifted, pushed, by some 
invisible agency without. 

After what would be in actuality a few seconds only, but 
which seemed to us an eternity, the door stood wide open— 
wider than we had ever succeeded in forcing it—and then there 
moved across the floor of the darkened room a tall human figure: 

It was the figure of a woman, wearing a flowing gown. Not 
only the gown but the body beneath seemed semi-tratisparéis 
diffusing a weird green effulgence that illumined at least half the 
room. We could not see the face of the ghostly visitor, for that 
was hidden by the hands. The figure glided, rather than wist 
across the open space between the door and the opposite wa®. 

We were too astonished to utter a sound. More than that, we 
were terrified, and fear rendered us incapable of moving so much 
as a finger. 

When the uncanny figure reached the wall, it turned, and re- 
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crossing the floor, disappeared through the open sae which 
remained widely ajar. 

As it moved, the apparition made no sound, neither did it 
appear to pay the slightest attention to us, for which merciful 
indifference we were very thankful indeed, when, the spell being 
broken, we were able to express any comments at all upon the 
unnerving occurrence. 

My little wife sobbed hysterically, and I readily admit that I 
felt decidedly shaken. 

However, action of some kind seemed essential. I stepped 
out of bed and lighted a candle. ‘I will go and ask if anyone 
else has seen it,” I said. But my wife would not let me leave her, 
even for a moment, so we had to postpone all inquiries until the 
morning. Neither of us slept at all until dawn filled the mystery- 
laden room with wholesome, longed-for light. 

Incidentally, the reader will notice that whereas the ghost 
moved across the floor without a sound, there was a rustling noise 
before it actually began to open the door. Upon reflection, I am 
inclined to attribute the rustling to a mouse, or to mice, which 
often nibbled the paper in a waste-paper basket standing near by. 
As soon as the door began to shake, the rustling ceased. 

At breakfast, I asked our visitors if either of them had heard 
the sound of our bedroom door being opened during the night. 

“ Yes, I did,” replied my brother-in-law, looking rather sur- 
prised. ‘‘ What were you doing? I have never heard that door 
make so much noise before. If it were my house, I would have 
the joiner in at once.” 

My wife and I looked at each other, eloquently ; but neither 
of us considered that any useful purpose could be served by 
divulging our dread secret. I ventured an apology and an 
explanation. “ I’m sorry if you were disturbed,” I said, “ but— 
the room was so intolerably stuffy that we couldn’t endure having 
the door closed any longer. As you know, we never open our 
window very widely because of the poachers.” 

“ Thinking they might poach you / ? laughed my brother-in- 
law good-naturedly, “ and two nice scared rabbits they'd get, 
too.” Whereupon we all laughed, and the subject was dismissed, 
after my sister-in-law had declared that her brother must have 
exaggerated the noise very greatly, because she did not hear a 

sound. “ But then, you see,” she added, “I was very fast 
asleep. I nearly always am asleep two minutes after I have lain 
my head on the pillow.” 


The next night my wife and I slept in a different room, giving 
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a | as the reason for the change that here, as the windows were not 
so near to the ground, we could enjoy more fresh air, Neither 
that night, nor for many succeeding nights, were we disturbed by 
mysterious visitations. 

i * x * * * 

+ During the last week in August, my sister- and brother-in-law 

| came again to see us, and then it was that once more we had 
experience of the superphysical. 

We had spent the day from before noon until about ten o’clock 
ut at night lounging about in the coppice and in a gloomy wood on 
a the opposite side of the road. We returned to the Lodge feeling 

exceedingly tired, having only one dominant idea, and that—to. 
get to bed as expeditiously as possible! Only those who, accus- 
tomed for years to very active living, set about deliberately doing 
nothing at all, and doing it thoroughly, can know how wearying 
inactivity can become ! 

That night my sister-in-law slept in the bedroom opposite to 
the back door, whilst my brother-in-law, being accommodating 
in spite of his amiable brusqueness, and not wishing to trouble us 
to prepare another room (we were beginning to pack in readiness 
for departure in September), occupied a camp bed in the passage. 

When the obliging one in the passage was settled, I opened 
our room door, in order to permit of a free current of air. Besides, 
we thought that our brother might be rather nervous in a place 
possessing no fewer than four doors, and having a low window, 
the fastenings of which were somewhat defective. 

Well, my wife and I were soon fast asleep, and assuredly our 
last thoughts had no connection whatever with matters pertaining 
to the occult! Therefore, what transpired later was not born of 
the imagination. ; 

In the passage burned a night-light. For some reason which 
he did not explain, my brother-in-law preferred not to sleep in the 
dark ; although on the occasion of his previous visit he had been 
quite impatient when I had suggested, rather persistently, that he 
should keep a gas-jet burning all night. 

When I had slept for about a couple of hours, or a little longer, 
I awoke with a start. A chilly dread had seized me. I felt as 
though I were in the presence of some impending calamity. 

As I sat up, drawing the clothes over me—for they had slipped 
almost to the floor—I heard a dull moaning sound, and glanced 
towards the passage. The light was still burning, filling the place 
with mysterious shadows. Never before had the passage pre 
sented such a sinister appearance ! 
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As I listened, I expected to hear my brother-in-law turn over in 
his sleep. He was not in very good health at the time, having 
suffered recently from acute neuralgia. 

I could hear my heart throbbing like the dynamo of some great 
engine. Beads of perspiration broke out all over me. 

There was adequate cause for my apprehensiveness. 

There, emerging from the deep gloom that enfolded the door of 
the adjacent bedroom (wherein slept my sister-in-law), was the 
unmistakable form of a woman. She was clad in a scanty night- 
gown, through which the outline of her body was clearly visible. 
One hand was pressed against her breast, and the other was held 
outstretched straight in front of her. 

As she crossed the passage from the one door to the other, 
enfolding her as in a cloud was the mysterious green light which I 
had noticed on the occasion already described. 

I am certain that she raised the latch of the back door ere, a 
second later, she passed through. 

I was too amazed to speak. Every nerve was in a state 
of extremest tension. My tongue clave to the roof of my 
mouth My whole being was paralysed by the chilling hand 
of Fear. 

I did not awaken my wife. Poor little girl! She had passed 
through enough on the other dreadful occasion! To have roused 
her would have been both brutal and unnecessary. She was now, 
we believed, enceinte, and a shock at this juncture might have had 
very serious consequences. 

I continued to listen. I could do no other. Presently, from 
the coal-shed, just across the little cobbled yard, came the sound 
of someone chopping wood, quickly—in feverish haste, in fact. 
Then, a metallic ring, as the chopper was cast aside on the stone 
floor. 

Again came that dreadful moan, followed by a wild, nerve- 
shattering shriek. After which, silence. 

I trust I am not given to profanity ; but my pent-up emotions 
found expression in a single eloquent ejaculation—God / I think 
that, in the circumstances, the exclamation was inevitable. I 
felt more than ever before that I had come into the presence of 
an awful and terrifying mystery—or, rather, that an awful and 
terrifying mystery was to be revealed to me—had been revealed, 
in part. Surely I had beheld the Living Dead! I had heard the 
voice of the Dead! O awful revelation ! 

But, as I have said, after that terrifying shriek, all was silent. 
The little clock on the mantelshelf struck the hour of one; so 
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musically, so softly. A mouse squeaked shrilly behind the wain- 
scot. The tension was broken. Laus Deo! 

Summoning all my courage, I stepped quietly out of bed, 
entered the passage and looked carefully into the face of my 
brother-in-law. He did not stir in his sleep. 

Hardly knowing what I did, I opened with trembling fingers 
the door of the other bedroom. My sister-in-law lay sleeping, 
comfortably nestled amongst the pillows. In an awed whisper 
I spoke her name. She was too soundly asleep to hear. 

Shaking in every limb—the reaction had begun—I climbed 
back into bed; but sleep had left me. 

In the morning I rose early and went out into the fields, How 
refreshing, how unutterably wholesome and how comforting was 
the pure air of the morning, the warbling of the birds, and the 
sweet, clean breath of the breeze after the horrors I had endured 
in the night ! 

When I went in to breakfast, my wife, who was up before the 
others, detected at once that something was amiss, though I did 
my best to hide the signs of my uneasiness. 

Intuitively she divined the cause. ‘ Have you seen another 
ghost ? ” she asked me, in a whisper. 

I admitted that her surmise was correct, and because she 
pressed me, described in detail all that I had seen and heard. 

Later in the day I inquired if our visitors had been disturbed 
in the night. They replied in the negative. ‘‘ Look here, said 
my genial brother-in-law, “ you are getting nervy. It’s time you 
started work again. Lounging about doesn’t suit you.” Though 
I laughed—I am afraid half-heartedly—I agreed most sincerely 
that it was time that our holiday at the lonely Lodge was brought 
to a close. $ 

That very afternoon, I proposed that we should all take a trip 
to R—, the nearest town, and there we stayed at a delightful 
up-to-date hotel. Not another night did we spend in the Lodge. 
A fortnight later my wife and I left the district, moving to a 
present home, which, being a newly-built dwelling-house, an 
having no uncanny associations, has sheltered us ever sini 

Before leaving the neighbourhood of the Lodge, hoera 
made inquiries from a certain old and respected inhabitant o0 xi 
nearest village. Reluctantly at first, but rather less so hte ‘ 
knew that we were quitting the vicinity, he told me that he n 
long known that the Lodge was haunted—at any rate, it was sa! 
to be haunted. Furthermore, it appears that, many years Ei fr 
a young woman had been outraged in the very coppice Wher 
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stood the Lodge, and then, overcome with shame, and filled with 
fear because of what her fiancé might say—he seems to have 
been a worthless sort of fellow, else he would have had for the 
unhappy girl nothing but consoling pity !—she had returned, 
half-demented, to the Lodge, where she lived with an aged aunt. 
Then, having chopped some sticks to light a fire, as a last service 
to her worthy relative, she had gone into the coal-shed and 
deliberately taken poison. 

I cannot vouch for the authenticity of the report, for my in- 
formant was a very old man, and the alleged happenings were 
stated to have transpired in the early youth of his father. None 
the less, I can vouch for the literal accuracy of what I have set 
down concerning the superphysical manifestations that were 
witnessed, once by my wife and myself together, and on the other 
occasion by myself alone. 

I suppose that this particular case would be catalogued 
scientifically as follows : 

Technical form of apparition: Phantasm of the dead. 

Source of authenticity: Personal experience of the narrator. 

Cause of haunting : Outrage and consequent suicide. 

I have had some other experiences of the superphysical ; but 
I cannot stay to deal with them now. 


THE ORDEALS OF OCCULTISM 
By A. BUCKLAND-PLUMMER 


THE constantly increasing interest in things spiritual, psychic 
and mental is making it abundantly evident that a greater 
number of people than ever are seriously inquiring into the 
meaning of life—whether the human soul is headed for a definite 
and ascertainable goal, and if such a goal exists, how it may be 
reached. This natural aspiration inevitably causes many sincere 
aspirants to clutch at weak straws, to turn to many illusory 
paths, which lead to disaster and despair. 

And yet we are persuaded from experience that it is possible 
for every one who is sincere to find a perfectly satisfactory answer 
to the perplexities of life, to attain according to the full measure 
of their capacities, and reach a state of serenity and freedom 
peculiar to their own nature. And all this may be accomplished 
without identification with any sect or dogma. 

If we contemplate any specific experience we have ever had, 
we shall discover two definite things in regard to it. First, that 
it proceeded from a certain state of consciousness, from a desire 
or impulse of some kind. It had its origin in our inner life. 
Secondly, the result of such experience was either to strengthen 
our character or to weaken it. We either gained in self con- 
sciousness, or lost in this respect. ; 

Take a very ordinary experience. A man has an intense 
desire to make money. Under this impulse he is naturally 
attracted to conditions and people which make the realization 
of this desire possible. But the desire which carries him to a 
certain measure of success is not fortified by the necessary 
experience to enable him to maintain it, and, in consequence, he 
soon loses what he has gained. If this leaves him weakened, 
depressed, incapable of further effort, he loses in soul quality ; 
but if he gains fresh courage from his losses, and only regards the 
temporary setback as a lesson through which he can profit m 
the future, begins again to “ Build up with worn-out tools,” then 
he has gained in soul quality, and has in this sense made a quite 
important attainment. 

This particular example is given in order to suggest the 
thought we wish to convey: that all real attainment proceeds 
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from physical experience. The actual attainment itself neces- 
sarily belongs to the realm of the occult, to the inner life, but 
the process starts from the lessons learned in the Great Occult 
School, the physical world. 

Once physical life is seen in this way, many apparent ano- 
malies, injustices, etc., lose their sting. Instead of purely physical 
beings pursuing a path of inanity and trouble, we perceive myriads 
of souls struggling for expression and self-consciousness, seeking 
experiences which are gradually building up the necessary soul 
qualities of courage, faith, endurance, optimism, and so on, which, 
when fully unfolded, will unite them consciously with the source 
from which they originated. 

Thus both the meaning and the goal of physical life become 
clear, and are found to consist simply in an opportunity to gain 
spiritual consciousness. Unless we subscribe to the atheistic 
view which is purely negative, the assumption is that man con- 
tains within himself a principle of being which is permanent, 
ordinarily described as Spirit. The obviously impermanent 
nature of everything around us, however, makes it evident that 
this spiritual principle is more or less slumbering. 

On the other hand, the impetus to progress inherent in every 
one indicates the constant struggle of this principle for expres- 
sion and consciousness. Ordinary experience verifies this. We 
are only aware of those things which we have experienced | 
in their dual aspects. We only value health by experiencing f 
sickness; money, by knowing poverty; light, by living in i 
darkness ; intellect, by experiencing ignorance, etc. And the il 
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physical world happens to be the only world we know of, either 
occultly or otherwise, where these positive and negative forces 
meet, and equilibrate each other. It is by man first becoming 
the butt of these forces and finally their master, that attainment P oN 
is made. The whole process necessarily consists in overcoming, l 
meeting difficulties and conquering them, in becoming in actual 

fact Lord of physical creation, and not in running away from 

physical realities, as certain systems of pseudo-attainment sug- 
gest, or in taking refuge in a psychic or astral dreamland. That 
is the way of insanity and weakness. 

So much for the purely physical aspect of attainment ; now rH 
for the occult method, and the goal to which it leads. The yi 
most one can do’at a given time is to follow one’s highest impulse, f 
whatever it may be; and this is what actually happens. Thus 
we see man in his primitive stage struggling with nature to 
satisfy his appetites, only to become a slave to the appetites ji 
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which he has gratified. Later, he is seen struggling to conquer 
his primitive cravings for food, sex, etc., and gradually entering 
upon a period in which he unfolds something of the treasures 
of the mind, in the way of art, science and learning. Later still, 
we are able to observe him engaged in another war with his 
intellect, trying to extricate himself from the net of mental con- 
fusion which he has woven around himself ; and finally we meet 
here and there the master-man, who lives his life largely under 
the impetus of his higher will, who realizes that thoughts, feel- 
ings and physicality are no more than the tools with which he 
works, and through which he expresses himself as a free being, 

It is precisely this process of evolution which accounts for 
the “ Trials”? so often referred to in occult literature. The 
Ordeal by Fire indicates the purging of the lower desires and 
emotions, the control of the physical and sexual appetites, etc. 
The Water Trial involves the emancipation from reliance upon 
anything solid, or what seems solid to the individual. He must 
learn to move with no more support than water affords. This 
naturally includes any cherished ideas, or prejudices, and refers 
to the war with the intellect before mentioned. The Trial by 
Air implies that the Ego has obtained sufficient mastery over 
the mind, body and emotions to bring its vehicles under control 
of the higher will. One who has taken the Air Trial in full con- 
sciousness, and as a result of normal development, is able to live 
his life without even the support that water affords. He is as 
free as the air, and a part of it, dependent upon none of the 
circumstances or so-called laws which enslave those who have 
not reached such a state of egoic supremacy, although he may 
appear to ordinary eyes to live much the same as anyone else. 

Of course, these trials involve what is generally known as 
Initiation, but in a quite different way from that suggested by 
certain writers. They do not take place in a physical lodge- 
room, or in a valley in the Himalayas, with a mob to applaud 
and lend colour to the scene. They are subjective, and happen 
to be an affair entirely confined to the particular soul that 1s 
undergoing them. 

They result from a perfectly natural and scientific process 
of psychical development, which necessarily covers many lives 
rich in a wealth of maturing experiences. No master, carnate 
or discarnate, can confer the Ordeal by Fire upon one who has 
not controlled (not merely suppressed) the emotions. No amount 
of fancy, so-called occult breathing exercises, or meditation, can 
give the courage to take the Water or Air Trials. These result 
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only from facing and conquering materiality. We stress this, 
as we are only too well aware of the fact that many aspirants 
vainly imagine they are making great progress because, by 
doing certain meditations and exercises, they are able to take 
a few “Astral trips” or have certain alluring superphysical 
experiences. 

Such things are really often evidence of retrogression, and 
all too frequently have the effect of taking the neophyte into a 
world of illusion, which so affects him that he becomes useless 
in the physical world. The destiny of man is mastership, not 
mediumship ; freedom, not enslavement to discarnate entities— 
a life of high and conscious usefulness in all worlds, under the 
will of God, not submission to egoless astral forces, or the will 
of any adept. The test that the aspirant may constantly apply 
to himself is: Does this idea or experience (physical or super- 
physical) contribute to my strength or weakness? Does it 
confer upon me a greater measure of freedom or not ? 

Adepts or initiates who have travelled the path can help 
those who seek such aid, but the actual work, the attainment, 
must be made by oneself. The rule is: “ When the pupil is 
ready, the master appears.” Thus the scientific teachings of 
the Rosicrucians are coming to the fore at this time, to help 
along those who have become enmeshed in the theories of natural 
science and materialistic philosophy, showing a way to the 
spiritual worlds through an extension of logical thought and 
meditation. 

In the not distant future we shall have a renaissance of pure 
Christianity, which will show a much more direct method, 
arising from a more complete understanding and application 
of real Christian principles to the facts of daily life. The way to 
freedom is ever present, but it requires courage to take it. 

For the benefit of those readers who may feel they have had 
some experience superphysically with the Trials, it may not be 
inappropriate to touch upon the nature of these more intimately. 

If the process of psychical development has been perfectly 
normal, the soul will gradually gain greater consciousness, until 
it develops organs enabling it to express itself independently of 
the body. 

In such a case the individual will begin to have certain super- 
physical experiences in full consciousness. He will be just as 
much awake and active out of the body as in it. He will know 
that his physical body is lying crumpled up asleep, but that he 
has another body in which he is apparently moving. 
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He will recognize the Fire Trial by the fact that what appears 
| to be flames of consuming fire will be very much in evidence, 
i and he will know that he has to go through them. He will have 
no fear or hesitancy about this, as he will inwardly feel his im- 

munity to their apparently destructive effects. Having gone 
| through this Ordeal, he will notice that he is clothed in what 

appears to be a white robe, which naturally symbolizes the 
i purification that has been effected. 

Some time after this, he will find himself out of the body 
again, likewise fully conscious, and then he will meet various 
forms which appear to approach him (in reality they issue from 
him). These forms will represent various aspects of the lower 

f nature which he has conquered in the Ordeal by Fire, and he 
} will recognize them as such. 

Such an experience is in truth soul-revealing. He actually 
for the first time sees certain aspects of himself as he really is, 
i and the dictum “ Man know thyself ” has thenceforward a deep 
significance for him. 

These forms may accost him, and suggest that he should go 
off on-some sort of debauchery with them; but he will refuse, 
when the forms will immediately disappear. He will then con- 
tinue onwards towards Tue Licut, which will always be seen 
ahead to guide him. * 

In the Water Trial, he will have similar experiences, except- 
| ing that instead of going through Fire, he will have no hesitation 
| in gambolling fearlessly in the water. After this he will be 
S a confronted by other aspects of himself, who may try to wean 
a him away from the direction in which he is travelling, by appeals 
to his sympathy, by calls for help, by touching upon certain 
intellectual weaknesses or personal preferences. 
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i In the Air Trial he may find a quite new experience awaiting 
es i him. His own intuition will make it quite plain when he has 

aa L to take this trial, but he may find that although he was hitherto 
E a able to get out of his body quite freely, he has now reaches 
n pee point where, try as he may, he remains fixed to his se 
‘tbe 4) vehicle. He may have studied Yoga, may be familiar with a! 
i sorts of Rosicrucian or other exercises, and he may strive until 

i i i he feels that he is going insane ; his body may itch all over, his 
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head be ready to burst, but he will probably be quite unable to 
budge an inch from his physical form. Then it may dawn upon 
him that the Air Trial is made possible solely by the Ego, and 
he may then use his Will alone to “‘ get out,” when immediately 
he will become disentangled once more. But he may then 
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encounter other obstacles. He may find that although he is 
“ out” he has no eyes of the soul with which to see. Then he 
may again bring his will to bear to open his eyes, when he will 
see. After this, he may find himself suspended in the air, with- 
out any sort of vehicle, and again he may will to move towards 
the Light in a sort of flying movement. And he will arrive, this 
time in a World of Light. 

Once more he will meet his “ Shadows’”’ and learn a great 
deal more about himself and his previous defects, particularly 
in the way of courage, or any lack of will power which may 
hitherto have stood in the way of his progress. 

Thus does the initiate literally “ see” his own soul, as the 
uninitiated see their bodies. He returns to earth with the one 
object of preparing for and doing work necessary to the com- 
pletion of the Cosmic Plan as revealed to him by the will of God. 
He has attained—not finally, because there is and can be no 
finality in the eternal—but as a man. No longer has he any 
doubts about earthly things, nor is he disturbed by philosophical 
wonderings. He knows. He has certainty; rather than faith ; 
wisdom, rather than truth. He is concerned with action, rather 
than speculation. 

It should be understood, however, that the details of the 
process referred to varies in each individual case, owing to the 
fact that each one is a unique entity, potentially a star, evolving 
to the point where it is able to move in its own appointed orbit, 
without clashing with other stars in the universe. But in all 
cases the main principles apply. Freedom is the immediate goal 
of the human soul, and consequently its attainment is dependent 
upon the removal of all restrictions. In fact, the process of 
attainment may be summed up as the elimination of restrictions. 
Eliphas Lévi put it very well when he said, “ The Spirit strips 
itself to rise, and clothes itself to descend.” Here is the whole 
process of involution and evolution in a nutshell. In order to 
function on any plane the Spirit must weave around itself the 
matter or substance peculiar to that plane. In the physical 
world, for example, it must have a physical body ; in the astral 
world, an astral body, etc. The difficulty, however, is that 
everything in the universe has to be bought at a price ; hence 
it has to pay in temporary loss of its spiritual memory as it first 
takes on its vehicles. 

After that begins the struggle to gain control of those vehicles. 
Therefore it has to “ Strip itself to rise,” and having accomplished 
this, it is then in a fit state to re-enter its bodies, including the 
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mH physical, and use them for its own purposes, instead of being a 
slave to them as hitherto. 

When humanity as a whole reaches this stage, then “ Thy 
Will be done in earth as it is in Heaven,” will become an actual 
fact, but not a moment before. The precedent condition is that 
each individual shall strive for and attain freedom, first by prov- 
ing its will in coping with ordinary material conditions, and then 
by controlling its own nature and tendencies. It is precisely 
because reformers and revolutionaries have never understood 
this, that every social and economic change leaves the millennium 
apparently as far off as ever. 

But as soon as an individual ceases to blame external condi- 
tions for his troubles, searches his own nature for his defects, 
and tries persistently to correct them, it may be safely assumed 
that he is on his way to the heights, and the effect will very 
soon be noticeable in the change that will take place in his out- 
ward circumstances. 

Anyone who has taken even the Ordeal by Fire will be able 
to live in the physical world and plough his way through condi- 
tions in a way which the ordinary man will be quite incapable 

of understanding. This applies to many people whom we ordin- 
ie arily call “ Lucky.” In America they say, “ So-and-so gets 
away with murder” ; but if the trained occultist were to look 
over the person in question, he would very soon see that his 
successes in face of ordinary human laws are not a matter of 
chance. It would become quite evident that the individual had 
some time in his evolution taken part of himself in hand, disci- 
plined his nature, removed certain restrictive tendencies, and so 
gained an inner courage and confidence which carries him through 
to success in spite of all odds. And conversely, it would be seen 
that the so-called unlucky people are those who are burdened 
with a myriad complexes, fears and doubts, which they often 
hide under the guise of respectability, and try to fortify with a 
horde of legal technicalities and customs, designed to protect 
on and perpetuate the weak and incompetent. 5; 
DEN | The same facts apply equally to society as a whole. Not 
a | until it realizes that the injustices, wars, diseases, etc., which 
i plague it are the direct reflection of its own innate weakness and 
rottenness, will the time for real improvement have arrived. 
As these things gradually come to be realized by the thinkers 
of the race, it will be clear that true, sane occult development 
offers the only way to the attainment of peace, harmony and 
enduring success. 
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A ROSICRUCIAN VIEW OF 
INITIATION 


By CHRISTINE CROSLAND TAYLOR 


THE way of initiation has not always been open to all. In the 
times of Lemuria and Atlantis humanity was guided by the 
Lords from Venus and Mercury who were known as “ Messengers 
of the Gods.” They were held in deep reverence and were 
obeyed without question, it being known that they communed 
with the Gods. But when mankind had reached a certain stage 
of progress, the most advanced were initiated into the higher 
truths by the Lords of Mercury These initiates were exalted 
to Kingship and became rulers by “ the Grace of God ’’—i.e., by 
the Grace of the Lords of Venus and Mercury, who appeared as 
gods to infant humanity. It was indeed a Golden Age when the 
Divine Kings held sway, but it could not last, as man must learn 
to govern himself. The time had come when he was to be eman- 
cipated from the Messengers of the Gods and their emissaries, 
the Divine Kings. 

Accordingly, at the beginning of the Aryan Epoch, those 
among mankind who had made most progress were given the 
higher initiations, that they might from henceforth take the place 
of the Lords of Venus and Mercury as leaders of the masses. 

These human initiates are now the mediators between God 
and man, and their task as Hierophants of the Mysteries was and 
is now to teach the aspirant self-mastery. Inasmuch as man has 
learned to govern himself, he may qualify to rule others. Then, 
when self-mastery has been attained by all, we shall again have a 
Golden Age, but on a higher spiral of evolution. The divinely 
initiated mediators instituted the Mysteries so that the higher 
knowledge might be guarded until such time as man will use the 
powers of the universe for the good of all, and thus make the 
Millennium possible. From age to age there have been guardians 
of the Mysteries, exalted human Hierophants with their bands of 
helpers and faithful disciples working for the good of humanity. 

Every great religion and civilization all over the world has 
had at some time an inner as well as an outer teaching—milk to 
the babes, and meat to the strong. Who has not read of the 
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mighty Hermes, Initiator of ancient Egypt, possessor of the 
Holy Cup and high-priest of the sacred-teachings ? Greece 
cradled Orpheus, and his seven-stringed lyre still vibrates for 
those who will listen. Pythagoras taught a complete esoteric 
system. Plato followed, paving the way with idealism. The 
literature of the entire world affords evidence concerning initiated 
teachers, messengers of the mysterious Hierophants, who are the 
leaders of evolution. 

The custodians of the Mysteries are known to us to-day as 
Elder Brothers, or Masters, and there are in different parts of 
the earth a number of schools or mystery orders instituted by 
the leaders of humanity and constituted to suit the present 
spiritual needs of mankind. 

There are now twelve of these mystery schools—seven devoted 
to the Lesser Mysteries, and five to the Greater Mysteries. 

Practically nothing has been given out publicly concerning 
the Greater Mysteries. This is because only graduates from the 
schools of the Lesser Mysteries may aspire to the Greater 
Initiations. 

Each Lesser Mystery School is composed of twelve Brethren, 
and a thirteenth member who is the leader. The latter is the 
link between the different schools, all these thirteenth members 
composing what is known as the Great White Lodge; that 1s, 
a supreme conclave of the Eldest among our Brethren. 

The White Lodge is in full charge of human evolution, and it 
plans the steps we are to follow in order to advance. ne 

The Head of the Conclave is called the Liberator. He it i$ 
who instructs the graduates of the Greater Mysteries concerning 
other evolutions, giving them the choice of remaining here to 
assist their brothers, or enter other evolutions as Helpers. 

The Lesser Mystery Schools are variously graded to meet the 
spiritual requirements of the races among whom they work. The 
mysterious Rosicrucian Order is one of these Schools, working 
particularly with Western peoples, and among other activities 
giving out teachings concerning esoteric Christianity. 

Under the old dispensation, the path to initiation was not 
open to all. It was only for the few, chosen by the Hierophants, 
who guided the favoured ones to the Temples, where they received 
tuition. Such were the Tribe of Levi, the chosen Templars among 
the Jews, who alone might enter the sacred precincts of the 
Tabernacle. 

But since the advent of Christ “ the veil of the temple was 
rent.” His flowing blood bore with it the great Sun Spirit, 
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Christ, who by that means secured admission to the earth itself, 
since when He has been its Regent. 

His desire or astral body, through the medium of the sacred 
blood, diffused throughout the earth, thereby purifying it to 
unbelievable extent. 

Previous to the Great Sacrifice, humanity had engendered 
most monstrous debts under the law of Karma, or consequence. 
Therefore Christ came to help the world. He literally took away 
the accumulated sin of the world (not of the individual) by His 
cleansing blood. Evolution would have been delayed, and many 
would have been altogether lost to our life-wave, if help had not 
been given. 

So under the new dispensation “ whosoever will may come,” 
and initiation is open to all who will qualify by merit. 

The Knights of the Round Table were high initiates in the 
Christian Mysteries, and so were the Knights of the Holy Grail. 

In modern times there are many preparatory schools, where 
the aspirant may receive instruction and prepare for initiation. 
These are positively mot the Mystery Schools—which latter are 
secret and inaccessible to any but those who have earned the 
right of entrance. 

Though all may aspire, and many profess, few do actually 
possess. 

No genuine occult preparatory school will ever offer “ initia- 
tion ” for a fee. 

Initiation is a spiritual experience and cannot be bought, 
nor can spiritual instruction ever be put in the balance against 
money, although the student will give what he can afford toward 
the expenses of the organization of which he is a pupil. 

Initiation is acosmic process of enlightenment, and aims to make 
of the candidate a conscious helper in the divine plan of evolution. 
The burden upon the leaders of humanity is lightened whenever 
an aspirant attains to initiation. As the number of conscious 
helpers grows, so is evolution hastened, and the Millennium 
brought nearer. 

It is by no means necessary to attend an occult school, nor 
is a knowledge of cosmic philosophy necessary in order to progress. 
On the contrary, many of the greatest initiates have travelled 
the pathway of the heart alone, although at some time on the 
journey every one must become “ wise as the serpent” by his 
own efforts. 

St. Paul says that Love is the greatest thing of all, and it is 
absolutely essential for the aspirant to cultivate an all-embracing 
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love for others. He must become the servant of the world, and 
help others to the best of his ability, before he can expect to 
receive the great powers which initiation confers upon man. 

Initiation is only a means to an end, to enable the candidate to 
become an increasingly efficient helper in the Divine scheme ; 
and only those who have a sincere desire to help the Elder 
Brothers of the White Lodge need aspire to the crown of initiation, 

Men in the Western world have become so enmeshed in in- 
tellectuality that many can only enter the path when the reason 
is satisfied, and therefore a knowledge of cosmic philosophy as 
taught in a genuine occult school is invaluable, so that man may 
perceive intellectually the Supreme Being guiding all that is, and 
the necessity for consciously co-operating with evolution. 

In the East there is danger of underestimating the value of 
the experience to be gained in this physical world. Therefore 
the temperamental differences of race are allowed for by the 
Elder Brothers, and instruction is given to suit the requirements 
of both types. 

Happy is he whose guiding factor is love and compassion for 
others right from the start of effort. He may not know he is 
upon the path, nor be conscious of attaining to any definite 
object ; but one day he will awake and see before him the glorious 
soul unfoldment which is to be his. Nor need the candidate 
ever fear that he will be passed over by the Teacher appropriate 
to the country in which he resides. When he has lived a life of 
loving service for a considerable period, he evolves his soul-body 
so that it commences to shine in the invisible worlds. This 
happens whether he is a pupil of an occult school or not, and a 
teacher will be attracted, for they are always looking out for just 
such luminosity. 3 

This soul-body or “ wedding garment ” is a special vehicle— 
built by loving acts of service, and composed of the two higher 
ethers of the etheric plane (not the astral). Itis very important to 
eliminate flesh food from the diet, if the aspirant would augment 
these two higher ethers, for no one can progress very far eso- 
terically while filling the body with gross food—the piteous 
remains of our younger brothers, the animals. Tobacco, alcohol 
and habit-forming drugs also dull the spiritual perceptions. £ 
forms of sense gratification and cruelty must also be laid aside in 
the battle for self-mastery. The soul-body is a perfect protection 
against evil influences. 

The medium who, lacking this vehicle, prematurely enters 
the invisible worlds, is in very grave danger, though it may not 
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be apparent. An initiate is a voluntary clairvoyant. He can 
see in the invisible realms at will. This is quite different from the 
medium who has “ off ” days, cannot control his faculty, and is 
usually dependent on conditions of various kinds, before the 
veil is lifted from the window. The initiate can also function on 
the higher planes, the soul-body being his vehicle while there. 
The door of the prison house is open at will; he is not dependent 
on controls, trances or anything negative. His is a positive 
development. He is free to come and go from the physical to the 
inner worlds, a helper of all desiring his services in any of them, 
at any time. 

His training has enabled him to “ know ” the spirits, and he 
is fully alive to the dangers which threaten those who allow them- 
selves to be habitually controlled by entities whom they cannot 
see, and about whom they cannot possibly know anything. Even 
purity of motive cannot always be relied upon to protect those 
who practise mediumship. More often than not the medium 
cannot rise above the lower desire or astral world, which is the 
abode of numerous undesirable spirits. 

Initiation places the candidate in a very favourable position 
with regard to the evil influences of the lower planes, the develop- 
ment of the latent powers being in every way positive and inde- qn 
pendent. Thus all authentic occult schools warn their pupils 
against the real, if unseen, dangers of mediumship. 

It is indeed praiseworthy to observe and tabulate effects ; 
but we can only gain an adequate knowledge of the causes behind 
these effects by travelling the arduous path to initiation, so that 
we may earn the right to investigate the invisible realms at will. 
But only that knowledge may be sought which shall be used to 
help others on the path of evolution, only that power may be 
sought which shall uplift humanity. 

Spiritualism has checked the absolute materialism of science 
and done.a necessary work in the world, but the new decade 
teachings, particularly the Western, such as those taught by 
the well-known school of the Rosicrucian Fellowship, have put 
the veil of secret endeavour one step farther back on the spiral 
of evolution. This is because an increasing number of people 
have been found ready to enter the conscious path, and to receive 
augmented teachings. 

There is only one way to enter the invisible planes in a really 
satisfactory safe and sane manner, and that is by the positive: 
door of Initiation. BL BEE 

It were better far for man to put aside the dangers of medium- HIE: 
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ship, and, armed with the magic spear of purity and harmless- 
ness, attempt the Path of Initiation. Then his questions com 
cerning the universe will be answered one by one, and he will 
no longer depend on the testimony of another, whether disem- 
bodied or embodied, entity. He will himself gain first-hand 
knowledge. Matter can never be really understood if the stand- 
point of spirit is ignored, and the trained seership of the initiate 
is the only kind of any use for the investigation of occult facts, 
The initiate can also read at will in the Memory of Nature, con- 
tacted in very high realms, whereas the medium usually reads in 
the reflecting ether, where the pictures are but blurred and vague, 
and do not always appear at will. Moreover, as the trained seer 
takes the higher initiations, he is able to read further and further 
back into the past history of our evolution, and sees pictures of 
regions altogether inaccessible to the vision of the negative and 
untrained medium. 

However, it cannot too often be repeated that an intellectual 
understanding of God and the universe is not an end in itself. 
Cosmic knowledge is only given out by the leaders of evolution 
in order that man may believe with his heart that which his head 
has sanctioned, and start to live the religious life of purity and 
harmlessness in harmony with evolution. Then he may unsel- 
fishly and consciously start to co-operate with those Great Ones 
who work continuously for the suffering peoples of the earth, 
and help them to hasten the day of liberation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[The name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, 
is required as evidence of bona fides, and must in every case 
accompany correspondence sent for insertion in the pages of 
the OccULT REVIEW.—ED.] 


SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION. 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


S1r,—It is strange to see you in your editorial notes raising doubts 
as to whether spiritualism is a religion. There are more than 400 
Spiritualist Churches in this country, and their number increases 
rapidly. In America there are as many. Twenty-five nations sent 
delegates to the recent Congress at Paris. Is it to be supposed that 
this Congress was a scientific body ? 

Such writers as Andrew Jackson Davis, Stainton Moses, or George 
Vale Owen represent religion as derived from direct modern inspiration 
received from the higher spheres. Such phenomena as you quote 
in the case of Mrs. Crandon are not themselves religious but they are 
designed to draw attention to the spiritual truths which lie behind 
them. 

Yours faithfully, 
ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. 


[Some remarks in justification of my contention will be found in 
the Notes of the Month,—Eb.] 


REINCARNATION. 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


Str,—As regards “ Unity’s ” letter, in your last issue, I should like 
to make the following suggestions. Iimagine that the text : asa man 
sows, etc., must also mean: where a man sows, there shall he reap. 
So that I doubt whether we can reap fully, on the astral plane, what 
we sow on the physical. If I borrow £5 from a man, go to America, 
and forget all about it, that does not cancel the debt, nor would it be 
any good offering to pay it back on the astral plane, where money is 
useless. I imagine that a debt, or its equivalent, can only be paid 
back under the same conditions as when it was contracted. So with 
other Karmic debts. “ Unity’s’’ statement, “ the physical body cannot 
sin,” etc., may be all very well as a theory, but how would it work out 
in practice? I think the results would be most disastrous. The 
police force would have to be trebled, and our prisons would soon 
be full to overflowing. The blackmailer could make the defence that 
although it was his hand and brain which wrote the letters, yet he 
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could not be punished through his physical body, as “ that could not 
sin”! The murderer would excuse himself on the grounds that 
although it was by means of his body and right arm that he com- 
mitted the murder, and struck the fatal blow, nevertheless Justice 
would have to wait until he should finally arrive on the astral plane ! 
In short, the criminal would have a merry time of it as long as he could 
claim the friendly shelter and sanctuary of his “ innocent physical 
body ” ! But as he is already on the astral plane, here and’ now, why 
should Justice wait? Surely “ Unity ” must have read, by this time, 
that we are living in three worlds and in three bodies simultaneously 
—one within the other. 

It may help to a better understanding of reincarnation if we 
imagine our existence in these three worlds as one continuous Life, 
in which we pass, to and fro, into the inner worlds, and back again. 
When the pendulum swings this way, and we begin to materialize once 
again in this physical world, we are said to ‘‘ reincarnate.” 

The whole world is really One ; as it is above, so it is below; the 
same laws rule throughout. Our life here is similar to our larger one 
—we have our periods of sleep and night-time, during which, as in the 
longer intervals between each incarnation, our mundane affairs and 
activities are suspended until the dawn of another “ Day.” So that 
we can no more escape the obligations and debts of our past lives than 
we can escape those of yesterday, or the days before. Reincarnation, 
like Evolution, seems to work in curves and cycles, and if it is one of 
Nature’s methods, it is useless to call it “ illogical or materialistic.” 
Would “ Unity ” find it “illogical or heart-breakingly callous ” for aman 
to be born in an excellent family, with a fine, healthy body, under the 
most favourable conditions and circumstances ? The question arises : 
what has he done to deserve such good fortune? I have, so far, been 
able to find only one logical answer : “ he is reaping as he has sown. 
And he can do that only by means of the time and opportunities which 


reincarnation gives. Yours faithfully, 
MUSICIAN. 


To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


S1r,—Much discussion is going on for and against the teaching of 
reincarnation at the present time. To me it is absolutely convincing, 
otherwise the awful difference in the existence of thousands who, from 
birth, through a long life, to death, know not what it is even to be 
adequately fed or clothed, and are, in many cases, racked with pain and 
suffering, and those who are born with, according to the saying, @ 
silver spoon in their mouths,” who, from babyhood till the end of life, 
have good health, money, and good looks, is inexplicable. If such as the 
above are haphazard, to me it DOES seem monstrous and unjust. If, 
however, this is only one of many lives in which to work off our Karma, 
then I consider it is not “‘ unjust, illogical and heart-breakingly callous 
as your correspondent “ Unity ” claimsit to be. One often hears people 
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say, referring to reincarnation—“ Oh, it’s an awful thought,” or “I 
can’t bear the idea of it,” etc. If itis really the Law it is waste of time 
objecting to it, any more than to the law of death and others in Nature 
that many don’t look forward to with much satisfaction. The best 
thing is to do as little evil and as much good as we can in the present 
life, which will tend to lessen our return to this “ Vale of Tears.” 
Yours truly, 
CLAUDE TREVOR. 


NON-RESISTANCE. 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 


Str,—Mr. Loftus Hare has read into a simple and true expression 
of another person’s point of view “ an inexplicable animus ” which has 
no existence outside his own imagination. We met over one of the most 
crucial questions of the day—how far can non-resistance be understood 
and rightly applied by the multitude ? Mr. Loftus Hare, taking excep- 
tion to an honestly expressed doubt, has said much, but has not proved 
his thesis. We are still in doubt as to whether the practice of non- 
resistance as known to the Society of Friends rests upon the sure founda- 
tion—that it is a part of an all-embracing, comprehending scheme of 
absolute self-control under all conceivable circumstances, and in spite 
of any provocation. And when “ A’’seeks to remind the propagandists 
of Counsels of Perfection as applicable to the multitude that there are 
grave impediments in the way of their realization, “ A ” receives a most 
unmerited castigation at the hands of one of them! The man who 
hits back before he is struck does not convince us that non-resistance, 
at least as interpreted by Mr. Loftus Hare, is a safe teaching for the 
multitude. 

No Counsel of Perfection stands alone, out of relation to other 
departments of life. The Divine Ideal demands the complete elimina- 
tion of all personal claims, “ the surrender of all weapons of defence ” 
as well as those of offence. We must be “ stripped of all before we can 
enter the Gates of Gold ” and become one with the Divine Peace— 
members of that Great Brotherhood who are the Makers of Peace, 
Their humble servitors. Mr. Loftus Hare accuses “ A ” of “seeking to 
bring discredit on an honoured and honourable Society ” by “ mysteri- 
ous innuendoes.’’ Thatisa misstatement of fact. Certainly “A ” did 
doubt the accuracy of the report that the Society of Friends has 
accepted certain propaganda as the less of two evils, and, doubting, 
gave Mr. Loftus Hare the opportunity of a disclaimer, which disclaimer 
is welcomed even though some Friends may object to the basis of 
authority on which it rests. 

I have nothing further to say to Mr. Hare, and trusting you will 


allow me to retain my protective anonymity, 
Believe me, Yours faithfully, 


A. 
[Correspondence on this subject must now cease.—ED. ] 
ż 


a 
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A DUAL DREAM. 
To the Editor of the Occutt Review. 


DEAR S1rR,—I have just come across a letter by Petronella O’Don- 
nell in a former issue of the Occutt REVIEW, in which she says she 
has “long hoped to find a case of two persons dreaming the same 
dream at the same time.” 

Some little while ago I dreamt that I was standing on the plat- 
form of a railway station with my mother and that a child suddenly 
fell on the lines. I immediately jumped down in front of the incoming 
train and pulled her out of the way—nothing more. 

The following morning while at breakfast my mother said, “I 
was dreaming about you last night,” and repeated in detail the dream 
narrated above. 

Yours faithfully, 
EDITH A. SWAINSON. 


SPIRIT-PROPHECIES. 
To the Editor of the Occutt REVIEW. 


Sır —In the French paper, Le Journal, of September 18, Sir A. 
Conan Doyle is reported to have stated that “ Superior Spirits ” wish- 
ing to bring about the reform of the human race, have prepared 
another world catastrophe soon to be upon us. The war of 1914-1918 
(according to the same authority) was designed to the same end, but 
proved a failure. 

Assuming that Sir Arthur is correctly reported, there are several 
points in his statement that I should be glad to have explained, and 
I should be most grateful if any of your readers who attended the Paris 
meeting of spiritualists will kindly do so. 

I. Is the world more, or less, materialistic than it has always been 

It is frequently stated, and seems to me true, that never in history 
has interest in spiritual matters—for their own sake and not as a ques- 
tion of personal reward or punishment—been so widespread. Never 
has there been such conscious and combined effort after a higher stan- 
dard of sympathy and justice in religion and in social questions. 

II. Do “ Superior Spirits ” devise and preordain a scourge for 
creatures whom they must know to be striving for good according to 
their lights ? Bi 

We are told that Love is the essential character of the Spirit-ruler 
of our destiny : that Jehovah—depicted as “ punishing ” his children, 
was the faulty image of a primitive civilization. Would it not, then, 
seem more natural that spiritual powers should aid our crude efforts 
after betterment and inspire human leaders to deal righteously, than 
that they should fall upon innocent and guilty alike ? = 

Since the power of human thought is acknowledged to be immense, 
the fear and anticipation of a world catastrophe must be calculated to 
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bring about that which we wish to avoid. Are these messages of 
dread to be considered as coming from a beneficent or an evil source ? 
Christian Science fights disaster by annihilating fear. Presumably 
an evil power would spread its propaganda by just such a message of 
warning, which tends to prepare the way for what we call “the 
inevitable.” 

Your readers may think that I treat the evils around us very lightly, 
but are Russia, China, and the other centres of unrest worse signs of our 
materialism than were the Hundred Years War, the Thirty Years 
War—all wars of conquest—or the horrors of normal life in all classes 
throughout the ages? We hear more about modern barbarity, that 
is all. As to Mammon-worship, when was money better used by the 
majority than at present ? 

Sir Arthur—as I know him in print, and I have no other means of 
judging—seems so full of honest goodwill towards man that I feel there 
must be more in his statement and warning than is reported. 


I should be very grateful for enlightenment. 
Yours truly, 


F. G. C. GIBSON. 


THE ASTRAL PLANE. 
To the Editor of the OccuLT REVIEW. 

DEAR Sir,—Is the Astral plane an intermediate state in which we 
dwell for a longer or shorter period after physical decease prior to 
entering the higher spheres, or is it only a blind alley ? Can we form 
character there, or do we simply live on our past Karma? J. H. 
Fawcett wrote some time back in the Occutt Review “ The Astral 
is but the creation of the physical.” If this is so it would seem there 
can be no real progress in the Astral world, at any rate on the upward 
Arc, it being simply a reflex of this. 

A friend of mine once said to me, we must ‘‘ continue to reincarnate 
in physical bodies till we are able to pass straight to the higher spheres 
at death,” till, in short, we can skip the Astral altogether. Is the 


Astral the cause world to our physical world of effects, or the reverse ? 
Yours faithfully, 
VERITAS. 
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PERIODICAL LITERATURE 


THE new issue of THE QuesT is in every respect memorable. The 
question of the Slavonic Josephus and its witness to Jesus, which 
was discussed by Mr. Mead in the previous number, is taken up by 
Dr. Eisler, who believes that the well-known reference in the Greek 
text of ANTIQUITIES—xviii. 3. 3—“ is not a Christian forgery, but a 
Christian falsification.” Moreover, the Slavonic text of the JEwIsH 
War has been “ obviously overworked in the passage about Jesus,” 
but the interpolations “ have not irreparably obliterated the original 
text.” In evidence of these views there are set out in parallel columns 
(1) the Greek text in question, with the parts regarded as interpolations 
placed in brackets ; (2) the Jewish original of the WAR—ii. 9, 3—as 
represented by the Slavonic text, minus the alleged interpolations ; 
and (3) these latter, showing their positions in the text. As regards 
the “ Jewish original,” Dr. Eisler leans strongly to the opinion that 
the Slavonic translator had before him the original Aramæan work 
of Josephus, referred to by the latter in his preface to the WAR in 
Greek. We have therefore two important reconstructions posed for 
our consideration, and Dr. Eisler is planning to publish the proofs 
of their authenticity in detail. He points out meanwhile that the 
Slavonic version, after the interpolations are removed, “ disposes 
once and for all of the fanciful denials of the historicity of the Nazarene 
Prophet.” 

Mr. G. R. S. Mead contributes two studies, one on the SAGA OF 
THE BODY OF ADAM, based on the Syriac CAVE OF THE TREASURES, 
described as a Christian epic midrash, the other on A NEW BACKGROUND 
FOR THE FOURTH GosPEL. We make acquaintance in the first with 
an exceedingly suggestive story, which not only tells how the body 
of Adam was taken by Noah into the Ark and the miraculous things 
that occurred subsequently when it was buried at Golgotha, but of 
the original separation of the elect race of Abel from that of Cain, 
and—most significant of all for ourselves—of the high election of 
Melchizedek, his priestly offices in the sacrifice of bread and wine 
and his opening of Holy Mysteries—unfortunately not otherwise 
described—to the patriarch Abraham. The second article belongs, 
however, to another and very different category of importance. 
Two years ago Mr. Mead translated the proem to the Fourth Gospel, 
influenced by a close study of the Mandzan Joun-Boox and LITURGIES, 
and expressing a conviction that it was the overworking of a source 
impregnated with fundamental notions belonging to the Mandean 
tradition. This view has been since substantiated by Prof. Rudolf 
Bultmann in a “fully documented and convincing study,” which 
maintains that the gospel’s historical background is not Hellenistic 
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and not Jewish, but presupposes a “Salvation-myth’’ which is 
probably of Iranian origin, the proem having been taken over from 
a Baptist document. Mr. Mead himself is inclined to believe (1) that 
there was a literary tradition at the back of John himself ; (2) that the 
Baptist movement is far more important for the origins of Christianity 
than we have been led to believe ; and (3) that Johannine Christianity 
—meaning the Fourth Gospel—“ represents an older type than that 
of the Synoptics.”’ 

The HIBBERT JOURNAL is also an excellent issue from cover to 
cover: there is a singular suggestiveness in Mr. J. A. Campbell’s 
“study in creation and apprehension ” under the title of DIVINE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP, while Mr. H. C. Tracy’s somewhat wayward excur- 
sion on SIGNIFICANT PERSONS, a consideration of types through the 
ages, is not a little arresting because it is highly debatable. But 
these things lie outside our subjects. On the other hand, the review 
of James Ward and his “ philosophical approach to Theism”’ is an 
examination of the great idealist’s PSYCHOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES and 
Gifford Lectures on NATURALISM AND AGNOSTICISM which cannot be 
summarized without presupposing in our readers an acquaintance 
with the works themselves which it would be unsafe to assume. We 
can therefore say only that Prof. Dawes Hicks has presented a most 
lucid monograph which we have read with sincere appreciation on 
our own part. Mr. M. D. Petre gives interesting personal reminis- 
cences of Baron von Hügel, who is regarded as “ a very noble example 
of Christianity, but not, in the full sense, an example of mysticism.” 
We think that this conclusion will command the agreement of many, 
and especially of those who cannot share his “ disapproval of the 
mystic tendency to escape from multiplicity to unity.” It may be 
added that, for Mr. Petre, Von Hügel was “an initiator im the first 
stages ” of the Modernist movement, regarded in its Roman Catholic 
aspect as “‘ an effort to combine the latest claims of science and history 
and democracy with the spiritual teaching of the Church.” But if 
in a sense he started the movement and took part in its early phases, 
he was not swept away by it and “ detached himself when he came 
to a parting of the ways and had to choose between the leading of 
a forlorn hope and his life as a Catholic.” In the view of the Rev. 
T. J. Hardy, the present predicament of Christianity is shown forth 
in the affirmation that it is ‘‘ not modernism but madness ” to hope 
that its original impulse can be maintained in a world which has 
“ dropped the supernatural.” Christianity is “ in the trying position 
of an inventor who finds that his machine is no longer in demand,” 
being an “essentially propagandist faith ” at work in a world which 
has become “blind to its vision and deaf to its pleading.” From 
another point of view, it offers men union with God on certain con- 
ditions, and this connotes a distinction between God and man, which 
however is “fading out ” and giving place to the idea of identity 
between God, Nature and Man. We may compare Dr. Broad’s 
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plain-spoken thesis on the validity of belief in a personal Deity and 
his conclusion “ that we have no good reason to believe in the existence 
of such a being.” 

Mr. D. Jeffrey Williams contributes to THE THEOSOPHIST an 
exceedingly careful study of Thomas Vaughan. It is sympathetic 
as well as serious and presents “the Welsh Mystic” as one whose 
insight into the relations between God, man and the universe might 
almost class him as a precursor unawares of modern theosophical 
teaching. The suggestion is acceptable, if taken in the sense that 
there is a common source of both, and it is of interest to ourselves 
because it indicates that Vaughan has a message for more than one 
school of esoteric thought after the lapse of nearly three centuries. 
A good deal has been done during recent years to make him generally 
accessible, and on the basis of our own familiarity with all his writings 
it is not to be doubted that those who are willing and able to pene- 
trate beneath the surface difficulties of his cryptic style will find gates 
open into an unexplored realm of mystic thought. Mr. Williams isto 
be congratulated also on his numerous and excellent quotations, as 
they will enable many to judge for themselves on the validity of his 
claims and our own in respect of Thomas Vaughan. Our experience 
is, and it is illustrated on this present occasion, that a new reading 
brings always the reward of some new light, and this is high testimony 
to bear concerning any writer. Vaughan is of importance also, not 
alone for the Christo-theosophical tradition of which he isan exponent, 
but for the great if occasional mystic lights which shine out of his 
own spiritual deeps, and finally as a focus of the period immediately 
behind him, being that of Robert Fludd in England and the first 
decades of the Rosy Cross in Germany. Out of Wild Wales and its 
heart he came as a messenger carrying his warrants within him ; and 
we are in agreement with Mr. Williams—who may belong himself 
to its fountain-place of deep and spiritual imagining—when he alludes 
to that which Vaughan derived from the principality which was 
his birthplace, namely, the Celtic temperament in its widest sense, 
as if he had been baptized in those waters which were stored in the 
Cauldron of the Dagda. 

Theosophical periodicals continue to reach us from all quarters. 
THEOSOPHIA—called also THEOSOPHISCHE RUNDSCHAU, its original 
title—is of old foundation at Leipzig, but claims to represent its 
subject wheresoever the German language is spoken. It has articles 
on spirit and matter and upon Eastern magic. We learn from the 
pages devoted to reviews that LE GRAND ARCANE of Eliphas Lévi 
has been translated recently into German. . THE MESSENGER of 
Chicago gives prominence to the activities of a recent Congress held 
in the United States. It dealt among other matters with the question 
of fairies, on the basis of personal observation by Miss Van Gelder, 
described as a “little lady” who is “not much more than well out 
of her teens.” .. | THEOSOPHY of Los Angeles has lost the living 
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interest which characterized it for many months when the chief pages 
were devoted to a history of the early theosophical movement. In 
older times it gave practically nothing but reproductions of articles 
from LUCIFER, THE PATH and other magazines of the movement, 
belonging to the Victorian past ; but in these days it gives prominence 
—indeed, almost exclusively—to original papers. In the last issue 
they are all anonymous, which in ordinary cases would connote 
editorial responsibility ; but the editorial identity is also undisclosed, 
while THEOSOPHY itself, though issued by a “ Theosophy Company,” 
claims to be “ unconnected with any Theosophical Society or organiza- 
tion.” Responsibility is therefore with the publishers, and is assumed 
by them. This is surely a very curious position, and has continued 
presumably for the thirteen years, which represent the life of the 
periodical. One cannot help wondering what lies behind it, who are 
guiding the course, and how THEOsoPHY can be supposed to exercise 
any real influence on debatable questions. We remember that 
H. P. B. was the exponent, by her individual hypothesis, of a so-called 
Wisdom-Religion from which all religions have sprung ; but the place 
of honour is here given to an animadversion on the moving cycle 
which cites “‘ the Mahatma K. H.,” in a letter of 1882, as formulating 
“the unqualified and unchanging position of the Lodge of Masters.” 
It affirms (1) that “religion under whatever form and in whatever 
nation ” is “ the chief cause of nearly two-thirds of the evils that 
pursue humanity ” and (2) that “ belief in God and Gods ” hands over 
the bulk of humanity to the bondage of a sacerdotal handful, ‘‘ who 
deceive them under the false pretence of saving them.” What becomes 
of the “ Wisdom-Religion ” in this drastic and truly “ unqualified ” 
condemnation on the part of a “ Lodge of Masters”? But the 
comment of that other “ Lodge” which terms itself “ Theosophy 
Publishing Company ” dwells only upon a fetichism that “ miscalls 
itself theosophical ” and inflicts an “‘ added curse ” upon mankind in 
its “ignorance and cunning imposture.” This apparently is how 
THEOSOPHY of Los Angeles exhibits its sentiment of ‘‘ brotherhood ” 
towards THEOosopuy of England and Wales and the general centre at 
Adyar. We hold no brief for any branch of the subject ; but who 
stand behind these diatribes? And what is the position of Los 
Angeles W. Q. Judge Theosophy if the vaunted Wisdom-Religion is 
an evil, a curse, a fetichism, and by inference therefore a fraud ? 
Meanwhile we have also THE HERALD OF THE STAR and its “ special 
Congress number,” in which Annie Besant informs us, according to 
her Address of August Ir, (1) that in common with certain others 
she has “‘ reached the stage of Arhatship,” being that—as she explains 
—of the twelve Apostles who were chosen of old by the Christ of 
Palestine and are now being appointed again by the coming Master ; 
(2) that this Master, otherwise Shri Krishna Christ, has not only 
chosen His “ vehicle” but will take “ possession ” of him soon ; 
(3) that among others in the Apostolate whom she is permitted te 
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mention are C. W. Leadbeater, George Arundale and James 
Wedgwood—Bishops of the Liberal Catholic Church—C. Jinarajadasa, 
Oscar Kéllerstrém, and an “ Indian girl of a glorious past,” called 
Rukmini Arundale ; (4) that “ the vehicle of the Lord is ” Krishnaji. 
When the anonymous and to us at least unknown editorial board of 
Los Angeles puts forth a later issue of THEosopny, according to its 
particular brand, we may look for notable comments on these new 
developments. 

We are indebted to Tue Two Wort ps for the first reports that 
have reached us of the International Congress of World Spiritualism 
at Paris, as convened by the International Federation of Spiritualism 
and held during the week beginning on September 6. We are told 
that the delegates represented “ some twenty-eight nations ” and five 
continents. The subject-matter of the Conference was divided into 
the four sections of Phenomena, Doctrine, Philosophy—including 
Ethics—and Propaganda. The conclusions affirmed on the last 
evening by the Executive Committee—“ after reading all reports and 
documents, and hearing many speeches ’—affirmed as fundamental 
principles of Philosophical Spiritualism—are : (1) The existence of God ; 
(2) existence of soul or spirit, connected during earthly life with the 
physical body by the intermediation of a fluidic and indestructible 
body; (3) immortality and continued evolution of the soul; (4) 
individual and collective responsibility, universal fraternity and com- 
munion between all beings. The reports fill many columns in three 
successive issues of THE Two Wortps ; but it is needless to say that 
they contain nothing to indicate that Spiritualism has raised the 
question of a Divine Being beyond the region of belief or has proved 
immortality in place of mere survival, supposing that it has proved 
the latter. These findings are clauses therefore in a confession of 
faith. 

THE SPECULATIVE MASON has studies on penal signs and clauses— 
an interesting and suggestive essay in interpretation ; on the porchway 
or entrance of King Solomon’s Temple; and on the First Degree 
Tracing Board—the last in the form of a symposium. The dis- 
quisitions from “the Master’s Chair” are as good and informing 
as in the days of THE Co-Mason; but there is scarcely anything 
throughout to indicate that the now old quarterly under its new title 
is the mouthpiece of woman in Freemasonry, and we are quite certain 
that this fact should be made unmistakably clear. i 

Among recent issues of LE Vore p’Isis a particular interest 
attaches to one which is devoted to Astrology and approaches the 
subject from the historical point of view as well as that of practice. 
It is at once informing for the general reader and of consequence 
also for the specialist. We should be glad on our own part if our 
contemporary would give us the benefit of an expert knowledge om 
Junction de Florence, contrasting the art as exhibited under his #g!s 
with modern hypotheses and modern modes of working. 


NEW AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS OF 
INTEREST TO “OCCULT REVIEW” READERS 


D. APPLETON & CO. 


PEARL: A STUDY IN SPIRITUAL Dryness. By Sister M. Madeleva. Cr. 8vo. 
7s. 6d. The author sees in this famous allegorical poem of the fourteenth 
century astruggle with doubt and evil and in the finding of the lost pearl 
a recovery of the hero’s faith in God and Religion. 


EDWARD ARNOLD & CO. 
A WARNING TO THE CurRIOUS, and other Ghost Stories. By Dr. M. R. James, 
Provost of Eton College, Author of “ Ghost Stories of an Antiquary,”’ etc. 
One Volume. Cr. 8vo. 5s. net. 


CASSELL & CO., LTD. 

LIFE AFTER DEATH, according to Christianity and Spiritualism. By Bishop 
Welldon, D.D., Sir Oliver Lodge, Rev. F. W. Norwood, D.D., Principal H. 
Wheeler Robinson, M.A., Rev. G. Vale Owen, Rev. C. Drayton Thomas, 
Robert Blatchford, Rev. F. C. Spurr. With an Introduction by the Bishop 
of London. Edited by Sir James Marchant, LL.D. Large Cr. 8vo., about 
196 pages. Cloth boards, 6s. net. 


J. M. DENT & SONS, LTD. 


RUYSBROECK THE ADMIRABLE. By A. Wautier D’Aygalliers. Authorized 
Translation by Fred Rothwell. Square Demy 8vo. 12s. 6d. net. 

THE RELIGION OF HEALTH; AN EXAMINATION OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. By the 
late Sir William Barrett, F.R.S., etc., etc. Completed by Rosa M. Barrett. 
Large Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d. net. 


FOULSHAM & CO., LTD. 


GEODETIC EQUIVALENTS: ASTROLOGY AND EARTHQUAKES. 
Cloth. 3s. net. 

Tur Book or Luck. By Helen Souter. The fascinating subject “ luck ” is 
here dealt with in a very comprehensive way. 

HANDWRITING AND CHARACTER. By De Witt B. Lucus. The most complete 
and authoritative work ever written on scientific handwriting analysis. 
350 pages. 425 examples illustrated. 7s. 6d. net. 

How to TRAIN THE Memory. By Ernest Hunt. The author is well known as 
a lecturer on Memory Training and Business Efficiency. His previous 
books have been studied by tens of thousands of grateful readers. 


By Sepharial. 


JOHN HAMILTON. 


“ MARGERY,” THE Mepium. By J. Malcolm Bird. 
net. 
HEALTH AND SELF-MASTERY THROUGH PsyCHO-ANALYSIS AND AUTO-SUGGES- 


TION. By William J. Fielding. 7s. 6d. net. 


W. HEINEMANN, LTD. 
TuE Mystic ROSE FROM THE GARDEN OF THE Kinc. By the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Fairfax L. Cartwright, G.C.M.G., etc. Large Cr. 8vo. 7s. 6d. net. 


THE Scrence oF Happiness. By Harold Dearden, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Author 
of “ The Technique of Living.” Demy 8vo. tos. net. This is a practical 


Many Illustrations. (6s. 


book for busy people. It is a system of living, adapted from the principles, 


of psychology. 
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T. WERNER LAURIE, LTD. 


TuE Wispom OF THE Gops. By H. Dennis Bradley. Cr, 8vo. 416 pages, 
With plates. Cloth, 7s. 6d. net. 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT CO. 


Boot AND LINCOLN’S Guost. The Story of a Living Dead Man. By Bernie 
Babcock, Author of “ The Soul of Ann Rutledge,” “ The Soul of Abe Lin- 
coln,” etc. 7s. 6d. What became of John Wilkes Booth, Lincoln’s assas- 
sin? A great government killed and buried him beneath the waters of 
the Potomac. But was the dead man Booth? The beauty of the book 
lies in the conversion of Booth from a bitter enemy to a lover of Lincoln 
through understanding with the ghost of the martyred president. 


MACMILLAN & CO., LTD. 


THE WORSHIP OF Nature. By Sir James George Frazer, O.M., F.R.S., F.B.A., 
Author of “ The Golden Bough,” etc. 2 vols. 8vo. Vol. I. The Worship 
of the Sky, the Earth, and the Sun. 18s, net. 


RITUAL AND BELIEF IN Morocco. By Edward Westermarck, Ph.D., Author 
of “The History of Human Marriage, etc. Illustrated. 2 vols. 8vo, 
42s. net. 


THE SEARCH AFTER REALITY : THOUGHTS ON HINDUISM, BUDDHISM, MUHAMMA- 
DANISM, AND CHRISTIANITY. By Sadhu Sundar Singh, Author of “ Reality 
and Religion.” Cr. 8vo. 3s. net. 


METHUEN & CO., LTD. 


WHAT HAPPENS at DEATH, AND WHAT Is OUR CONDITION AFTER DEATH. By 
Ernest R. Sill, F.R.G.S. Fcap 8vo. ts. net. 


DREADS AND BESETTING Fears. By Tom A. Williams, M.B., C.M. Cr, 8yo. 
7s. 6d. net. 


PsycHICAL RESEARCH, SCIENCE AND RELIGION. By Stanley De Brath. With 
8 Illustrations. Cr. 8vo. 7s. 6d. net. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS. 


Hermetica. The Ancient Greek and Latin Writings which contain Rao 
or Philosophic Teachings ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus. Edited fs: 
English Translation and Notes by Walter Scott. Vol. III. Notes ma z 
Latin Asclepius and the Hermetic Excerpts of Stobaeus. 8vo. An p 
of these writings has long been a desideratum among scholars. They al 
records of the philosophical and religious instruction given to bon A, 
by teachers who were independent of the established philosophical “a ied 
and who taught in Egypt under the Roman Empire in the second an re 
centuries A.D. To give them authority these teachings were props 
“ Hermes the Thrice-Great,” the Greek name for the Egyptian god Vi ol. 
Vol. I (price 30s. net) contains Introduction, Texts, and Chg: IV 
II (price 25s. net) contains Notes on the Corpus Hermetica, an et fot 
will give Testimonia, Appendices, and Indices. The subscription pri 
‘the four volumes is Four Guineas. 


KEGAN PAUL & CO., LTD. 
Tur Facrs or Psycuic Science anp Puiosopuy. By A. Campbell Holms. 
Demy 8vo. About 21s. net, 
ART AND THE UNCONSCIOUS: A PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH TO A ered ad 
PurLosormy. By J. M. Thorburn. Demy 8vo. About tos. 6d. net. 


THE History oF WITCHCRAFT. Montague Summers. With 8 full-page 
plates. About 15s. net. sxe 
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RIDER & CO. 


THE SEVEN SECRETS. By John Mac Arthur. In this bright and inspiring little 
book, the author discloses the secrets of Power, Health, Harmony, Success, 
Prosperity, Youth and Happiness, and points the way to achievement by 
the practical application in everyday life of the Laws of Right Thinking. 
Price 7s. 6d. (In preparation.) 

MAKING FRIENDS WITH OUR NERVES. By Orison Swett Marden. 5s. net. A 
new volume in the New Thought Library, uniform in style with the other 
titles in this popular series. Until they cry out in protest against us, we 
little realize how cruelly we ill-treat our nerves, and the faithful observance 
of Dr. Marden’s counsel should prove of inestimable value in this age of 
hurry and tension. (Shortly.) 

THE MYSTERY OF THE SEA. By Bram Stoker. LargeCr.8vo. Cloth. Pp. 5r0. 
2s. 6d. A popular reissue of this enthralling yarn by the author of the 
incomparably weird story, “ Dracula.” (Ready.) 

Yoca. A Study of the Mystical Philosophy of the Brahmins and Buddhists. 
By J. F. C. Fuller. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 6s. net. In this work the author out- 
lines the different systems of Eastern Yoga, with cross-references to other 
mystical systems, such as Western Magic and the Quabalah. He presents 
Yoga as one of a series of means of deliverances from worldly illusions, 
and gives a clear view of the Yoga philosophy “ which has been the solace 
of millions for many centuries.” 

POWER AND PurrosE. ByH.ErnestHunt. Author of “ Self Training,” “ Nerve 
Control,” ‘‘ Book of Auto-Suggestions,” etc., etc. Royal 16mo, cloth. 
2s. 6d. net. A little volume of helpful and inspiring essays on the various 
factors that together go to the formation of a well-balanced character, 
and the living of a healthy, sane and useful life. 

THE Way OF ATTAINMENT. By Sydney T. Klein. Author of“ Scienceand the 
Infinite.” Cr. 8vo, cloth. 5s. net. 


SELWYN & BLOUNT, LTD. 


Nor at Nicut. Cr. 8vo. 2s. net. A collection of the year’s Best Stories of the 
Weird, the Supernatural and the Fantastic. 


T. FISHER UNWIN, LTD. 


Guosts. By Camille Flammarion. Demy 8vo. About 12s. 6d. net. This 
posthumous work of the great author will be published early in 1926. 


JOHN M. WATKINS. 


RESTORED NEw TESTAMENT. By J. M. Pryse. New Edition. 25s. 

APOCALYPSE UNSEALED. By J. M. Pryse. New Edition. 9s. 

PROMETHEUS Bounp oF AIsHYLos. Translation and Interpretation by J. M. 
Pryse. 9s. 

THE ADORERS oF Dionysos. (Bakchai.) Translated from Greek of Euripides 
with an interpretation by J. M. Pryse. 9s. 


WILLIAMS & NORGATE, LTD. 


FROM THE OTHER SIDE: TALKS OF A DEAD SON WITH HIS FATHER. By J. H.D. 
Miller. With a Foreword Letter from Sir A. Conan Doyle. Illustrated. 
3s. 6d. 

WILL AND WILLER. By Mrs. Rhys Davids. Cr. 8vo. 6s, net. 

Lire, Min, AND Spirit. By C. Lloyd Morgan, D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.S. Gifford 
Lectures, 2nd series. Demy 8vo. 15s. net. 

Notes on SPIRITUAL HEALING. By Herbert Hensley Henson, D.D., Bishop of 
Durham. Cr. 8vo. 6s. net. 
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RELATIVITY : A VERY ELEMENTARY EXPOSITION. By Sir Oliver 
Lodge, F.R.S. 6}ins. by 4}ins., pp.iv + 41. London: Methuen 
& Co., Ltd., 36 Essex Street, W.C. Price (paper covers) Is. net. 


Like all Sir Oliver Lodge’s work this verbatim report of a lecture on 
Relativity delivered by him in 1921 contains many things of interest, and 
is written in the author’s typically crisp and stimulating style. Perhaps 
the most interesting thought in it is the suggestion that, whilst in the 
inorganic world the present is controlled entirely by the past, in the 
world of life, the present, in virtue of the power of anticipation, is to a 
large extent controlled by the future. 

But as an exponent of Relativity, Sir Oliver Lodge suffers from the 
disability that he does not really—that is, whole-heartedly—believe in 
it. He belongs to the school of thought, and it is really the school of 
materialism, though Sir Oliver would, of course, deny that he was a 
materialist, that requires such artifices as ether, gravitation and so on— 
in a word objective reality—in order to think about experience. The 
relativist, on the other hand, belongs to the school whose members have 
asked themselves the question: Are these symbols, these aids to thought, 
really necessary ? and have found that they can get along very nicely 
without them. For example, Sir Oliver Lodge believes that when a 
material body moves it shrinks in the direction of its motion. No relativist 
believes this. To say that a moving body shrinks is really meaningless. 
For whom does it shrink? Sir Oliver Lodge knows as well as I do that 
it shrinks for an observer with respect to whom it is moving and not for one 
who is travelling with it. This means that a material body has no shape, 
no size, no metric (or, indeed, any other) properties at all except for an 
observer. Its being, as Berkeley discovered long ago, is to be perceived. 

The belief in objective reality, reality outside the mind, outside ex- 
perience—whether we call that reality matter, ether or even spirit—s 
materialism. The theory of Relativity has shown Materialism to be 
unnecessary and therefore false. H. S. REDGROVE. 


MAN THE MASTER. By Eugene Del Mar. London: L. N. Fowler 
& Co., 7 Imperial Arcade, Ludgate Circus, E.C. 4. Price 4s. 6d. 
net. 


IN reviewing present conditions, Mr. Del Mar points out that a transition 
of world-thought is now in progress. The world hungers for a i 
free from theology. Intelligence is more diffused. This is an era pe 
mental consciousness, and it will be superseded by one of spiritu 
realization. As Mr. Del Mar rightly shows, thought concentrates rer 
and concentration brings new factors into consciousness. Now i 
tendency of consciousness is to be radical, that of the beomon 
to be conservative, and these two tendencies are at war. The contro: $ 
the subconsciousness involves thinking for oneself—a process which mos 
people find tiresome. ees f 
Sk exponents of Higher Thought, realizing how intellect has misled 
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them, mistakenly ignore and condemn the mind. But as the author 
well says: ‘‘ While the intellect divides the spiritual from the physical, 
it also connects them, and is the moderator and transmitter of power. 
One of its functions is to translate spiritual vibration into terms of volt- 
age power that the physical body is capable of receiving without dis- 
integration.” 

New habits of mind and will can be acquired like new bodily habits. 
Development is indicated by the extent that former voluntary activities 
have become automatic. 

But I do not agree with Mr. Del Mar’s assertion that the dominant 
merit of the great Teachers lay in their non-conformity. Non-con- 
formity in itself is a negative quality. The merit of the great geniuses 
lay rather in their own essential greatness, in their wealth of revelation, 
in the fullness of their interior life. 

Mr. Del Mar writes lucidly, and his ideas are in harmony with the 
progressive currents of the age. MEREDITH STARR. 


THE PRINCE OF UR: A STORY OF THE Lone Past. By Captain 
R. A. Neaum. London: The C. W. Daniel Company. Price 


2s. 6d. net. 


Tuis little tale seems to be an attempt to popularize the author’s theory 
of the Great Pyramid as a key to the cosmic mysteries and as ‘‘ a pro- 
phetic representation in stone.” It deals with the strange experiences 
of one, John Wellington Rivers, an architect by profession and a student 
of the antique by choice, who, when on a visit to the Land of the Pyra- 
mids and the Pharaohs has a vision in which he recalls a previous incarna- 
tion of his in Ancient Egypt and receives a lengthy communication from 
a mysterious Prince and Magician, with whom in the far past he was 
closely associated, and under whose guidance he helped to erect the 
great prophetic Pyramid. 

From this communication given in dream the architect becomes aware 
of the mighty significance of the old Egyptian monuments and how there 
is to be found in them a full, though necessarily cryptic, revelation of the 
destiny of man throughout the ages. The inspired adepts who designed 
the Pyramid of Cheops foresaw, we are told, not only the Great War 
through which we have just passed, but another still greater one and a 
time of world-woe in the near future. To those who are interested in this 
kind of research, but who have no taste for learned treatises, we com- 
mend this earnest little narrative, penned with evident sincerity and 
enthusiasm. G. M. H. 


L’HoMME ET SON DEVENIR SELON LE VEDANTA. Par René Guénon. 
Paris: Editions Bossard, 43 Rue Madame. Pp. 266. Prix 
18 fr. 
THosE—and they must be many—who would gladly acquaint themselves 
with the authentic doctrine of the Sacred Science, will find exactly what 
they need here. M. Guénon’s book, although it evinces scholarship of a 
rare order, has no merely academic appeal, but is written with a view to 
serious instruction. Based primarily upon the central teachings of the 
Upanishads and Brahma-Sétras, and their principal commentators, and 


reinforced by study of the entire body of Védantic literature, it affords a 
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K if coherent exposition of the orthodox view of their purport in what con- 
} cerns the being and destiny of Man. Itis not an attempt at populariza- 
tion, which in the case of the Védas M. Guénon considers impossible, 
even if it were desirable ; and, although clear and logical, it is not easy 
reading. But its value can hardly be exaggerated. The Védic doctrine 
is absolutely basic : it is not, the author holds, a religion, a philosophy, 
or even a system, but the fruit of a direct metaphysical insight or in- 
spiration, whose authority is self-derived. The scope of philosophy does 
not, he contends, transcend pure being, which from the standpoint of 
the superessential Self (Atm4) is “ rigorously null? This is, I think, true, 
exception being made of Plato and his school: and I also agree 
that modern “‘ philosophy,” brow-beaten by physical science and 
dismembered by specialism, hardly deserves the name. Religion, 
strictly so-called, M. Guénon regards as a purely Western pro- 
duct; and the “ salvation ” which is its object is not final ‘‘ Deliver- 
ance ”’ (Moksha), but that indefinite prolongation of the individuality at 
j i the summit of the manifested worlds which is the reward of devotion to 
Ishwara. Pure metaphysical knowledge (Jndna or Gnosis) is the one 
and only means of true Union with the Supreme : rather, it is that 
Union itself; and it is incompatible with individuality or even with 
personality—M. Guénon reverses the current relation of these two terms, 
restoring their original meanings. Several other points, such as the 
light thrown on the vexed problem of reincarnation, clamour for mention, 
but I must abandon the impossible task of dealing adequately in a few 
sentences with a book which will amply repay not merely one but many 
readings. CHARLES WHITBY. 
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TWELVE LECTURES ON THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY OF ANDREW 

Jackson Davis. By W. H. Evans, author of “ Spiritualism, a 

ESN Philosophy of Life,” etc. Spiritualists’ National Union, Ltd, 

AB Broadway Chambers, 162 London Road, Manchester. Price 
if 3s. 6d. net. 


| Mr. W. H. Evans’s book, now under notice, must not be confused 
by intending readers with Mr. Arthur Edward Waite’s work on The 
Harmonial Philosophy, of which Messrs. Rider & Co. are the publishers. 

Mr. Evans’s concise volume consists of twelve interesting Lectures 
on the experiences and teaching of that wonderful modern Seer and 
Philosopher, Andrew Jackson Davis. The subject is thus defined by 
him in an introductory “ keynote ” : “ The mission, so to speak, of the 
Harmonial Philosophy, is the destruction of all antagonism peu. 
science, philosophy, and theology ; and the harmonization of the ele- 
ments and the attributes of the human soul, and consequently to accom- 
plish the millennial union of social interests.” 

Andrew Jackson Davis is so much a household name ae 
organized Spiritualists that it would seem to be superfluous on the pi : 
of a reviewer to indicate to them the enormous extent of the fields throug 
and across which his vision travelled. But to others less familiar eg 
Hl ita with the seer’s teachings than with his name, Mr. Evans’s book w1 

ji found to be a very helpful introduction. In particular the lecture 07 
a “ Clairvoyance,” and that on the beauties of the ‘‘ Summerland,” are 
of lucid exposition. EpitH K. HARPER. 
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LIFE TRANSCENDENT. By Olive Mercer. Pp. 77. Chichester: The 
Science of Thought Press. Price 1s. 6d. net. 


Miss MERCER combines a measure of mystical and philosophical insight 
with a certain facility of literary expression. Consequently her little 
pamphlet is delightful to read, and should prove helpful to those who desire 
to learn how and what to think. The title of the volume adequately 
explains its theme and contents. Itis not, however, of sufficient originality 
or interest to merit a lengthy review. Joun Nortu. 


AN ANTHOLOGY OF EGYPTIAN PoEMs. Compiled by C. Elissa Sharpley. 
Pp. 91. London: John Murray. Price 3s. 6d. net. 


THE outstanding characteristic of ancient Egyptian poetry (as with her 
architecture ; let the pyramids witness) is a certain grandeur of theme and 
a stateliness and austerity of structure. The pretty embellishments of 
poetry, such as rhyme, are not found in the Egyptian classics ; rather have 
they an affinity with the poetry of ancient Israel in theme and treatment. 
The compiler of this little anthology has done a real service to lovers of 
classical literature. The passages included are drawn from a wide variety of 
sources, and are representative of many and different poetical types, 
Religious, national, philosophical and love poems are to be found in this 
book. An excellent and scholarly introduction guides the reader to the 
treasures of literature found in the book, and a bibliography points him to 
further researches in the subject. It only needs to be added that the book 
is included in the publisher’s Wisdom of the East series to commend it to 
all readers of the Occutt REVIEW. Joun Nortu. 


CHEIRO’S Books on Occult 


The demand for the works of Cheiro, the modern Seer, is 
steadily on the increase. As they range in price from 2/— net 
to 10/6 net they suit all pockets. 

The following is a list of the volumes of which edition after 
edition is called for, 


PALMISTRY FOR ALL 

Containing Information never before published on How to Study the 
Hand. With upwards of 70 Illustrations, including a Print of the Hand 
of Lord Kitchener, who was told by Cheiro in 1894 that in the year 1914 
he would assume his greatest and severest responsibilities. Price 2/— net. 


GUIDE TO THE HAND 

A Practical Book on Palmistry, based on the System and Experience of 
Cheiro. In which it is shown that the lines of the hand have a Normal 
and Natural position. Illustrated. Price 2/6 net. 


WHEN WERE YOU BORN? 

A Book That will Bring You Success. Your Character Told, Your Ten- 
dencies Explained, Your Future Indicated. With Engravings Illustrating 
Life’s Mysterious Triangles. Cr. 8vo. Price 2/6 net. 


THE LANGUAGE OF THE HAND i 
A Complete Practical Work on the Sciences of Cheirognomy and Cheiro- 
mancy, containing the System and Experience of Cheiro. With 100 illus- 
trations of Famous Hands. Cr.4to. Fifteenth Edition. Price 10/6net. 
celine eens ieee i a 
Read Cheiro’s Books and see the future open before you. 
They can be obtained from all the principal Booksellers. 


HERBERT JENKINS Ltd., PUBLISHERS, 3 YORK STREET, S.W.1 
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SPIRITUALISM: A PHILOSOPHY oF LIFE. By W. H. Evans. The 
Two Worlds Publishing Co., Ltd., 18 Corporation Street, Man- 
chester. Price Is. net. 


It is not surprising that this little work should have gone, as the title 
page informs us, into its third edition. Sincere confessions of personal 
faith have seldom, since the days of St. Augustine, failed to gain a sym- 
pathetic audience, and though Mr. Evans’s ardent belief in Spiritualism 
as a solution of all the problems of life and death makes him, as he him- 
self frankly admits, something of a dogmatist, his dogmatism is not of 
the kind to alienate sympathy. He writes as a genial enthusiast, not as 
a narrow bigot, and many who will not be able to subscribe to every 
article of his belief as here set down, will conceive a strong liking and 
respect for the believer. 

Moreover, the appeal of this “ Philosophy” is very wide. Mr. 
Evans addresses himself to all those tired and troubled people who are 
well-nigh sick of life, yet oppressed by the nearing prospect of life’s 
inevitable end. He deals with the questions which such people are 
always asking. ‘‘ Spiritualism,” he asserts boldly, “ tells us plainly why 
we are here and whither we are going.” Many of us will think that he 
does less than justice to the doctrine of Re-Incarnation as an interpreta- 
tion of the mystery of existence, and some of the assertions on page 85 
smack of the intolerance which he elsewhere denounces ; but, on the 
whole, this is an inspiriting and wholesome little book, and thousands 
of depressed and morbid folk will be the better for buying and aa it. 


Outstanding Works on Psychical Research 


Cloth, Cr. 8vo. 2nd Edition. Price 6s. Postage 5d. 
THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA. 
By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. Raps, Levitations, etc. 
Cloth, Cr. 8vo. Price 6s. Postage 5d. 
EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHICAL SCIENCE. x Voi 
By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. Levitation, Contact and Direct Voice. 
Cloth, Demy 8vo. Illustrated. Price tos. 6d. Postage 6d. 


THE PSYCHIC STRUCTURES AT THE GOLIGHER CIRCLE. 

By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. ca ; ere 

5 The first EDR to establish ectoplasm, and to demonstrate the possibility of its exteriorization 
and its use in the production of physical phenomena.” 
Wrappers. F’cap 8vo. Price 6d. Postage 1d. 
SOME PRACTICAL HINTS FOR THOSE INVESTIGATING THE 
PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM. 
By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. 


Cloth, Cr. 8vo. Price 7s. 6d. Postage 6d. 


THE FUTURE LIFE IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN ENQUIRY. d 
By the Rev. SAMUEL McComs, Canon of oe Seneare Sep pA 
ä ; ee , f A t n 
Faith? “The author's Wikiy wal ana sae alea onnes many points of first importance. 
= Cloth, Cr. 8vo. Price 7s. 6d. Postage 6d. 
NEITHER DEAD NOR SLEEPING. soph 
By May Wricut SEwatt. With an Introduction by Booth Rey 
“ Amazing in its revelations, tolerant in its attitude, comforting in its conclusions, 


document of eminent importance. 
k eum Rr a ise! ct. + a a ee ere 


JOHN M. WATKINS, c2 
21 CECIL COURT, CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W- 
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THE ETERNAL QUEST AND OTHER PoEMs. By Mary Brent Whiteside. 
London: Erskine Macdonald, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 


Mrs. WHITESIDE has the feeling of the true poet, and many of her lines 
are vibrant with spiritual beauty, as for example :— 


“ I have known passionate loveliness so long— 
Wings and the thrilling ecstasy of song... 
I have known silence holier than speech, 
And aspiration like a star... .” 


Though her poems are somewhat unequal in merit, all are rich with 
experience ; some are winged with ardour, others heavy with thought. 
Mrs. Whiteside has abundantly the “ courage to follow wing-paths 
through the stars,” to “seek out a gateway, ultimate and lonely.” 
Courage is the first great step, even as Silence is the last. I cannot do 
better than quote the following lines which show the poet at her best :— 


“Once I called you, and you came, 
And I paused to see you pass, 

Dark against the morning’s flame, 
Trailing shadows on the grass. 


Now I call you in the night, 
In the deep need of my soul, 
And the darkened room is bright, 
With your flaming aureole.” 


MEREDITH STARR. 


BOOKS TO ANTICIPATE 


In addition to the books already issued this autumn by Burns Oates & Washbourne, Ltd., 
the following are in preparation, and will, it is hoped, be published during the season: 


AN ANTHOLOGY OF CATHOLIC POETRY. Compiled by SHANE 
LESLIE. 7s. 6d. 

MYSTICAL PHENOMENA, with their Human and Diabolical Counter- 
feits. By MGR. ALBERT Faroes. Translated by S. P. Jacgues. Probably 17s. 6d. 

THE LAST SUPPER AND CALVARY. A treatise on the Theology 
of the Mass. By the Rev. ALFRED Swasy, O.P. Edited with Preface and Introduction 
by the Rev. V. McNasp, O.P. 5s. 

THE DIALOGUE OF ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA. With an 
Introductory Essay on Her Life and Times by ALGAR THorotp. New edition. 10s. 6d. 

ST. JOAN OF ARC. A Study of the Supernatural in Her Life and 
er Gs By the CHANOINE Justin Roussem. Translated by the Rev. JoserH MURPHY, 

Js, OS. 

THE MANICHEES AS ST. AUGUSTINE SAW THEM. By the 
Rev. Josepn Rickasy, S.J. Wrapper. xs. 6d. 

THE SPIRIT OF ST. THERESE DE L’ENFANT JESUS, as shown 
forth by her writings and the testimony of eye-witnesses. Translated by the CARMELITES 
or Kitmacup. Wrapper, 3s.; Cloth, 4s. 6d. 

THE POEMS OF THE LITTLE FLOWER OF JESUS. Translated 
by the CARMELITES OF SANTA CLARA, Cal. Cloth, 5s. 

A GREAT MYSTERY OF INHERITANCE. Some elementary facts 
of Biology in connection with the Doctrine of the Incarnation. By CONSTANCE M. SYMONDS. 
Wrapper, 2s. 


BURNS OATES & WASHBOURNE, LTD. 
PUBLISHERS TO THE HOLY APOSTOLIC SEE 5 
LONDON—28 Orchard Street, oon sn Piode, gor: E.C.4. 129 Victoria 
» 5.W.1. Ashley Place, S.W.1. 
Mancuester: 74 Bridge Street. BIRMINGHAM : 39 John Bright Street. Grascow : 248 Buchanan Street. 
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| THE SENGTA AND SERN. By Ezbaran. London: Arthur H. Stock- 
well, 29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. Price 7s. 6d. net. 


Tus weird book is quite as weird as its title. It is largely composed of 
many communications understood to emanate from denizens of the spirit 
world of a remote antiquity, and of a race of men of which it would seem 
all trace has been lost to the orthodox historian. (Incidentally, one won- 
x ders what has become of the “ interglacial ” inhabitants of our globe— 
: pace Mr. Joseph McCabe !) 

A Glossary at the end of this volume is supplied to aid the reader ina 
possible understanding of its curious nomenclature. The communications 
were received by means of a rather complicated apparatus called the Sengta, 
which is minutely described, and is used in conjunction with a “ reading 
chart ” called the Sern. Appropriate illustrations accompany the descrip- 
tions. The idea is not unlike the so-called “ Magic Ring,” i.e. a gold ring 
suspended by a strand of human hair over a glass of clear cold water. 

The sum-total of the ethical teaching embodied in these “ communica- 

l tions ” is altruistic and benevolent; there is gradual development, and 
evolution proceeds on its own lines. ... 

“ God is in all things ; the dew and the rain and the lofty mountain ; in the 
glory of the sky, and in the flash of the storm. We see Him in the mighty trees 
of the forest, and in the beauty of the lowly flowers ; the beasts of the forest and 
field reveal Him and the birds proclaim Him in their song. His voice is heard in 
the break of the ocean waves, and in the evening whisper of the wind in the trees.” 

“ God is in all things, but He dwelleth most in the man who serveth Him.” 
Epitu K. HARPER. 


JOANNA SOUTHCOTT'S 
PLACE IN HISTORY 


A FORECAST 
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“Cogent reasons are given in 
this pamphlet of 32 pages, why 
the exaltation of this great 
Prophetess to a niche in the 
temple of both sacred and secu- 
lar history, is to be expected in 
the near future. In the fourth 
chapter, Joanna’s work as an 
Anti-Revolutionist of her own 
period is described as an essen- 
tial preliminary to the deliver- 
ance of England from her pre- 
sent revolutionary dangers. 
(N.B. page 32.) 
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THE SCIENCE OF LIFE AND ITS APPLICATION. By Delbert Strader 
Bachman, I.E.E. The Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 
U.S.A. Price $2.00 net. 


Tuis is a sensible book on New Thought. Mr. Bachman has evolved a 
magical system which has the merit of being easily understood and 
practised. Briefly his system is that if you wish to gain a definite 
result, you must think about it until you feel it to be true. When you 
are convinced that it is true, at the point of conviction the thought will 
become visible in the external life as an actual thing or condition. 

There is a delicious story which screams for quotation. A friend of 
the author’s was having her apartment repainted. The painter looked 
so tired and forlorn that she pitied him. Taking one of her husband’s 
suits and some money, she said: ‘‘ Here is a good suit and some money. 
Get ashave. Dress up. Put this suit on and be somebody. You are 
just as much God as Iam.” The fellow, an Irishman, was so surprised 
that he looked at her, took the things and said, ‘‘ Shure, and be Jasus, 
I didn’t even know it!” 

For those who wish to practise New Thought methods, Mr. Bachman 
is an excellent guide. MEREDITH STARR. 


THE PRAIRIE SHRINE. By Robert J. Horton, author of “ Rider o’ 
the Stars, etc.” London: Published by Hodder & Stoughton, 
Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. 

Tuis is a story in thirty-four thrilling chapters, graphically written, and 

sweeping the reader forward with the intense realism of its background 

of pioneer work on the Western prairies. The good and the bad 
in human nature are sharply defined. The story circles round two 


TWO NEW BOOKS ABOUT THE 
EXTRA-HUMAN SIDE OF NATURE 


By GRAHAME HOUBLON 
THE CRACK IN THE WALL 


“Twelve short stories, all dealing with some phase of the supernatural 2 
the fictitious element in the book is no more than the garment in which, for the 
sake of convention, the author has clothed the naked facts." —Occutt Review. 


WITCHING WAYS 6/= 
“A really amusing story, which tells of the battle between a devil-may-care 
officer and two very wicked old witches, whom he eventually defeats.” —Light. 


London: ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL, 29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4. 


21 Montpellier Walk, 


The OCCULT BOOKSHOP, Cheltenham, England. 
Postal Lending Library 


Lends by Post both new books and rare books, some now out of print. 
List on application. 
Subscription, &/= for Three Months. Hire per Volume, Gd. a week and postage. 
Librarians =- =- = MABEL COLLINS - ~- = ©. M. METCALFE. 
Books can only be loaned within the British Isles. 
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Wi adventurous women, a mother and daughter, who take up a homestead 
beyond the confines of civilization and who gradually find themselves 
the centre of conflicting interests, crude intrigue, and bitter hostility, 
How they weathered the gale and ultimately won through their conflict 
with the fierce forces of Nature, and the subtler forces of human machina- 
tions, is for the reader to discover, not for the reviewer to disclose. The 
knightly chivalry of two men shows how the higher spiritual forces— 
which are always striving to help mankind—may, and do, triumph in 
the long run. 

From an allusion to water-divining one infers that the finding of 
water by the occult means of the divining-rod is occasionally employed 
in those remote and primitive wilds, while the intensely vivid descrip- 
tions of an electric storm and a blizzard have taken away any faint desire 
this particular reader may have had to explore those regions of the 
farthest North-West Territory. EpitH K. Harper. 


EVOLUTION IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN KNOWLEDGE, A collective 
work. 8} in. X 52 in., pp. xv + 528. London: Blackie & Son, 
1925. Price 2is. net. 

STUDENTS of occultism and kindred subjects must often wish to have a 

definite and reasonably clear understanding of the relation of their own 

interests to the general trend of investigation. They wish to know exactly 
what are the latest and most accepted findings of orthodox science. They 
will find these wishes admirably supplied by the present volume. The 
subjects dealt with are cosmogony, the evolution of the earth as a planet, 
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SIR W. F. BARRETT “fully realised the important position of Swedenborg” on 
Review art. Aug.). Read “Heaven and Hell” (Swedenborg); cloth, 2s. 3ds: papy ' 
From any bookseller, or from the Swedenborg Society, | Bloomsbury Street, W.©.1. 
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geology, biology, botany, zoology, physiology, anthropology, mental 
evolution, physics and chemistry, time and space, philosophy, and the 
religious effect of the idea of evolution, thus presenting a complete con- 
spectus of modern knowledge. All the essays are contributed by eminent 
scientists, but (the word is used advisably) they are nearly all very lucid and 
satisfactory. On the whole the student of psychical matters will find 
satisfaction here, for there is no doubt that the veil between life and matter 
is drawing thin. Itis, however, rather surprising to find Dr. Lloyd Morgan 
saying that there is as yet no approach to evidence of a life after death. 
THEODORE BESTERMAN. 


THE RALLY RENDO FOR ALL STUDENTS OF LIFE. 


28 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2. 


Open daily from 10 a.m. Book Department, Reading 
Room, Lending Library, Lectures and Study-Class. 
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THE GARDEN OF EDEN. _ By Beatrice Moore, B.A. 


“A wonderful book of present-day interest.”—D.Sc.Lonpon. 
“Miss Moore’s intuitive vision sheds much light upon problems which many have found 


difficult of solution.”.——-Lonpon Univ. EXAMINER. 
2/6 net; by post 2/8. B. MOORE, 19a TAVISTOCK SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


ASTRO LOGY is a science giving an individual plan of the psychic 
body and its RELATION to the physical. 

An original and simplified interpretation. Weekly Lectures. Two guineas annual subscription. 

MISS BEATRICE MOORE, B.A., 19a TAVISTOCK SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


THE 
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An exclusively vegetarian Resi- 
dential Club open to non-mem- 
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Having extended its premises, now 
includes fine lecture, library and 
reading rooms in addition to 
drawing-room, lounge (wireless) 
and dining-room. Partial board, 
breakfast and dinner and full 
board Sundays. Single room from 
£2 15s. 6d.; doublefrom £5 ros. 
Apply Manageress. (Tel: 7697 
Paddington.) For information as 
to Club Membership, lectures and 
library, apply to the Organizing 
Secretary, 52 Lancaster Gate, 
W.2. (Tel,: 6856 Paddington.) 


Special Diabetic 
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SOYA DOUBLE CREAM (Unsweetened) 
in powder form, makes a nourishing 
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SOYA-YEAST (Unsweetened) 
in powder form—a perfect substitute for 
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SOYA DIABETIC BISCUITS 
Write for analysis of these Diabetic Foods. 
Also SOYA MILK (Plain and Malted), SOYA 
BUTTER and SOYA FLOUR for general use. 


New Wholesome 
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Products of the actual fruit and sweetened 
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“ FROZADE,” “ A LEMON ina teaspoon. 
“TANGERADE,” “An ORANGE in a 
teaspoon.’ 
Delicious either hot or cold. 
They are in powder form and only require 
mixing with hot or cold water, as desired. 


Sole Manufacturers : 
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THE GHOSTS IN SHAKESPEARE. By L. W. Rogers. Theo Book Co., 
2006, N. Sayre Avenue, Chicago. Price $1.50. 


Mr. Rocers has certainly chosen an inspiring theme and one that is for 
most of us of abiding interest and significance. If we could but know 
what was Shakespeare’s attitude towards the Supernatural we should 
surely be far òn the way towards understanding the psychology of 
Shakespeare himself ; we should have found the key to the secret door 
of Shakespeare’s mind and heart. 

So we open the book with a thrill of anticipation, and find it a pains- 
taking and suggestive treatise, with plentiful and apt quotations from 
the text and with chapters on the Occultism of Hamlet, Macbeth, Richard 
III., Julius Cæsar, Troilus and Cressida and The Winter's Tale—the 
six plays in which Mr. Rogers considers the supernatural element to 
predominate and to constitute the most important part. Other chapters 
deal, more or less fully, with occult incidents and allusions scattered 
here and there through the other plays and revealing Shakespeare's 
attitude towards Astrology, Ceremonial Magic, the Fairies, and so forth. 

The chapter on Premonitions seems somewhat thin and slight. It 
should surely have included some mention of that significant foreboding 
of Antonio, in The Merchant of Venice, who, on the eve of unforeseen 
misfortunes, “ knew not why he was so sad.” 

However, Mr. Rogers shows himself a devoted and careful student of 
his subject, and not the least interesting portion of the book is his state- 
ment of the conclusion at which he himself has arrived, as the fruit of his 
researches ; the conclusion, namely, that Shakespeare was an Occultist 
with vision, ‘‘ to whom cause and effect in the two worlds lay open, 
and who grasped the existence of a great region of reality “ unknown to 
physical senses,” but, none the less, wholly natural and true. G. M. H. 


THE MODERN THOUGHT LIBRARY 
AND BOOKSHOP 


6 Norris STREET, HAYMARKET, Lonpon, S.W.1. 
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Mental Thought, Psychology, Philosophy, Religion, Spiritualism, ‘ 
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these teachings bring about. Send 2s. 8d. to-day to TALISMAN berg 
(Dept. Z.), Harrogate. Established 1903. Over 80 self-help an 
pocket courses. 


THE TALISMAN PUBLISHING CO. (Dept. Z), HARROGATE. 


PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP AND LIBRARY 


Manager: R. G. MONIER-WILLIAMS. jah 
Fine collection of Spiritualistic Works, new and old, kept always ah wait 
Lowest prices. Good Circulating Library. 2/6 a month. Boo 
by post at extra charge. 
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RIDER'S MASONIC PUBLICATIONS 


A NEW ENCYCLOPADDIA OF FREEMASONRY 
(Ars Magna Latomorum). 
And of Cognate Instituted Mysteries, Their Rites, Literature, G History. 


By ARTHUR EDWARD Waite, P.M., P.Z., Past Senior Grand Warden 
of Iowa, etc. Author of The Secret Tradition in Freemasonry, etc., etc. 
With sixteen full-page plates and many Illustrations in the text. 
Two volumes. Royal 8vo (pp. xxxii+ 458, and pp. iv + 488). 
Blue Cloth Gilt. 42s. net. 


“ Two interesting and absorbing volumes, ae the results of the latest research, and 
he 


representing all that is known on the subject.”— Bookseller. 
“ Two sumptuous volumes. ... The Technology of Rites and Grades, and the conspectus 


of Cross References, are very useful.”—The Masonic Record. 


THE MEANING OF MASONRY 
By W. L. WitmsHurst, P.M. Demy 8vo, cloth, ros. 6d. net. 
“ Among Freemasons it will be conceded that the author has justified the title of his work. 


The book is distinguished by patient research, erudition, lofty ideals, and good literary style... . 
Mr. Wilmshurst carries one far beyond the ordinary conception of the Masonic Art.”— Yorkshire 


Post, 
“ This most interesting and illuminative work is worthy a place on every Mason’s bookshelf.” 


—The New Age. 


THE MASONIC INITIATION: A Sequel to “The 
Meaning of Masonry ” 
By W. L. Witmsuurst, P.M. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt. Uniform with 
“ The Meaning of Masonry.” tos. 6d. net. 
“In the present volume Brother Wilmshurst continues the work he began two years ago with 
‘ The Meaning of Masonry.’ He carries philosophic consideration of the subject to a fine and 
inspired climax in the chapter entitled ‘ Apocalypsis,’ which, in its spiritual insight, is far in 
advance of the masonic writings of a generation ago.”—The Times. 


EMBLEMATIC FREEMASONRY and the Evolution of 
its Deeper Issues 
By ArtHUR Epwarp Warre. Demy 8vo, 12s. 6d. net. 


Presents the root-matter of the various Masonic degrees now in existence, and traces the 
development of Emblematic Freemasonry and its connections during the past two centuries. 
A work of supreme interest to all Masons. 


THE SECRET OF ANCIENT EGYPT 
By Ernest G. PALMER. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 


The Author of this work amplifies the theory put forward by the late Mr. Marsham Adams 
that the Great Pyramid was an ancient temple of initiation, and was constructed in such a manner 
as to illustrate the sacred ritual contained in the so-called “ Book of the Dead.” 


WOMAN AND FREEMASONRY 
By DupLEY WRIGHT. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. net. 
“ Here is a book that should be in every Masonic Library.”—The Square, Vancouver, B.C. 
“ To students of rituals certain of Mr. Wright’s pages will prove of great interest.” —The Times. 
“ The author explores a wide field, bringing the fruit of much research wisin the compass of 
his pages and producing a work which, so far as statement of fact is concerned, is final and 


authoritative.”—Dundee Advertiser. 


ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND FREEMASONRY 
By Duptry Wricut. Demy 8vo, cloth, tos. 6d. net. 


This is an historical not a controversial work. The volume contains a full translation of the 
official Bulls, Allocutions, Encyclical Letters, and Decrees issued against the craft by Popes and 
Bishops, as well as the official records of the sufferings imposed upon Freemasons in the 
Inquisition. The range covered by the work extends over two centuries, beginning with the 
latter part of the seventeenth century and carried up to the present day. 


FREEMASONRY: ITS AIMS AND IDEALS 
By J. S. M. Warp, B.A., F.S.S., F.R.Econ.S. Author of Freemasonry 
and the Ancient Gods, etc. Demy 8vo, cloth. tos. 6d. net. 


“This is a serious study of Freemasonry as it exists to-day, and a discussion of the problems 


confronting the Craft.”—The Librarian. 3 . 
“A book that ought to be read by every member of the Craft.”—Western Mail. 


* Write for full descriptive list of Masonic 


WILLIAM RIDER & SON, LTD., 8 Paternoster Row, 


aaae ¢oc0cae 
mores Aare lee 


ae eS 


= 
ere 


= 


Pe eo eS ert ae, es 


raa 
s5 


Lae RY 


SCARCE SECOND-HAND BOOKS 
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Myths of the Hindus and Buddhists. By 
Sister Nivedita and Anandra Coomara- 
swamy. With 32 Illustrations in colour by 
Indian Artists under the supervision of 
Ananindro Nath Tagore, C.LE. Royal 8vo, 
Orn. Cloth Gilt. 1913. 12/-. 

The Life of Louis Claude de Saint-Martin. 

The Unknown Philosopher, and the Substance 

of his Transcendental Doctrine. By Arthur 

Edward Waite. Demy 8vo. 464 pp- 

Original Boards. 1901. Scarce. Fine copy, 

unopened. 12/6. 

ious Systems of the World: National, 

Christian, and Philosophic. Demy 8vo, Cloth. 

1890. 565 pp. 6/-. 

Solar Biology. A scientific method of deline- 
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“rraneapen and Tables. Front. Portrait. 
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Modern Astrology 
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Wia po: : 2 g the Horoscope. 
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Together with Studies on John and Christian Origins, the Slavonic Jose- 
phus’ Account of John and Jesus, and John and the Fourth Gospel Proem. 

By G. R. S. Mean, B.A. 
Catalogues free on application. 


London: JOHN M. WATKINS, 21 Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, W.C.2. 


THE BLAVATSKY ASSOCIATION 


The following Books may be obtained Post Free on appli- 


cation to the Hon. Secretary, 22 Craven Hill, 
Tel. Paddington 7994, London, W.2 


£ s.d. 
THE MAHATMA LETTERS TO A. P. SINNETT . 11 0 


INDEX to the MAHATMA LETTERS. . . + ! 4 
THE LETTERS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY TO A. P. in 
SINNETT boas 22) BESS TEA 


H. P. BLAVATSKY, HER LIFE AND WORK FOR 


HUMANITY. By A. L. Cleather . à . 


H. P. BLAVATSKY, AS I KNEW HER. By A. L. 


Cleather . š x è í x $ > . 34 
H. P. BLAVATSKY, A GREAT BETRAYAL. By 
A. L. Cleather . ‘ 5 ; x s . . j 


GUARANTEED TEXTUALLY ACCURATE EDITIONS 
of Mme. Blavatsky’s works can also be procured to order. 
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A LIST OF WORKS ON 


MYSTICISM AND SYMBOLISM 


The Way of Divine Union. By ARTHUR EDWARD WAITE. Demy 
8vo, cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. net. 

The Open Secret: Intuitions of Life and Reality. By CHARLES 
J. Wuitpy, M.D. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 

On a Gold Basis. A Treatise on Mysticism. By ISABELLE DE 
STEIGER, Crown 8vo, cloth gilt. 5s. net. 

The Quest of the Spirit. By a Pilgrim of The Way. Edited and 
arranged by GENEVIEVE STEBBINGS. F’cap 4to, cloth, 4s, 6d, net. 

The True Mystic. Three Lectures on Mysticism by the Rev. HOLDEN 
E. Sampson. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 

Notes on the Margins. Being Suggestions of Thought and Enquiry. 


Five Essays by CLIFFORD Harrison. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. net. 


The Way of the Soul, a Legend in Line and Verse, depicting the 
Soul’s Pilgrimage through Matter. By Witt1am T. Horton, 48 full-page 
Symbolical Illustrations. Crown 4to, gilt tops, 224 pp. 6s. net. 


The Altar in the Wilderness. An attempt to interpret Man’s 
Seven Spiritual Ages. By ETHELBERT Jounson. Cloth, 1s. 6d. net. 
The Hidden Way across the Threshold. By J.C. STREET. Large 

8vo. With plates, 15s. net. 
The Symbolism of Colour. By Erren Conroy, M.A. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 
Cosmic Symbolism. sag 


Sound, Form, and Number. 
The Law of Being. By HELEN BOULNOIS. 
1s. 6d, net. = 
Sree Krishna, The Lord of Love. By BABA PREMÁNAND BHÁRAT. 
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 550 pp., 5s. net. 


Ekklesia. A Compilation from the Works on Mysticism and Letters 
of the Rev. HotpEen E. Sampson, embodying Mystical Teaching, Correction 
and Direction. With two plates. Printed on thin paper, bound in cloth. 


Pocket edition, 5s. net. 

Select Works of Plotinus. Translated from the Greek. A new 
edition with Preface and Bibliography by G. R. S. Mrap, B.A., M.R.A.S. 
F’cap 8vo, cloth. 2s. net. 

The Wisdom of Plotinus. A Metaphysical Study, by C. J. WHITBY, 
M.D. 120 pp., crown 8vo, cloth, 3s, 6d. net. 

Thought Coin. By Bart KENNEDY, with an Introduction by the 
Hon. RALPH SHIRLEY. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s. net. 

The God in You: and other Essays. By PRENTICE MULFORD. 
Small cr. 8vo, cloth. 2s. net. 

Atma Jnan ; or, The Garden of the Heart. By BROTHER RAMA- 
NANDA and MEREDITH STARR. Price Is. 6d. net, 

The Rose Immortal. By A. BOTHWELL GossE. Parchment, 5# 
X 44. 64 pp., Is. 6d. net. 


WM. RIDER & SON, LTD. 
8 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. 


an Exposition of The Mysteries of 
y SEPHARIAL. 5s, net. 


F’cap 8vo, cloth, 
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UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 


ROSICRUCIAN CONFRATERNITY CF, 


Mystical Church of The Comforter 
(Paraclete Chapter, No. 1) 


s u At Denmark Hill Station, London, $.E.5 


Under the see and obedience of the Supreme Council P.A.L. (Re-Est. 1901.) 


OBJECTS: 


+ To unite all nations in a bond of Unity and Love in the worship of their Creator, 
To revive spiritual git and the communion of Saints and Angels. 
To Bao gy only the Fatherhood but the Motherhood of God and the Sonship of all 
nd. 
To prove the Everlasting Life. 


A ebm 


Simple Addresses and Messages of Comfort and Guidance for Seekers. Deeper teachings to enrolled 
members only, Mondays and Fridays, at 8 p.m. 

Public Services every Wednesday and Thursday, at 8 p.m. (Saturdays, 8 p.m., for Healing only) 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Sharp. 

Outer Court Lectures for Seekers (printed) 4d. each post free, with further instructions and 
syllabus of all Lectures. 

Applications to be addressed to Secretary, London Centre; or 27A Brunswick Road, Liverpool; 
or to Secretary nearest to your point of compass. 


Our teachings are absolutely Universal. 

In His—Her Service, let us guide you aright. 
Beloved ones, we are yours in that service. 
All communications treated confidentially. 


We Guide, we Comfort, we Heal, we Visit. 
Funds urgently needed for propaganda work. 


SEER Clairvoyant and Psychometrist. 
Second Sight inherited. 
Reading and Advice by post, 5s. Questions answered. Send small 
article worn or photo, sex, birth-date, to SEER, 
c/o “OCCULT REVIEW,” 8 PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, ECA. 
MAD AME LIB gives clairvoyant readings. Appoint- 


ments by letter only. Send stamped 
addressed envelope. 7 Earl’s Court Gardens, S.W.5 (opposite station). 


eneral trend of li 
YOUR NAME INDICATES x01 ,cherscter, talents, general trend, of ify 
time required. Chart and brief Judgment 5S- Extended Reading 78. 6d. 
MADAM VIRGO, c/o OCCULT REVIEW, 8 Paternoster Row, LONDON, E.C.4 


COLOUR HE ALIN H Wonderful cures. Reasonable fees. Superintendent, ne 
Dr. Pool, assisted by Qualified Nurses. Consultations free. 
at the ad eee en pri to above adedi bee 
„or . e treatment is tonic an 

SONDON -COLGUR- sae as well 5 curative. For information about 
THERAPY CLINIC, TAE INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE |OF CHROMATICS, 
5 QUEEN’S GARTH, and its Lectures, Treatises, and Academical ee ye: 
FOREST HILL, S.E.23. write to DR. POOL, 3 Finsbury Square, London, E.C. 


40-41 SACKVILLE STREET, 
MADAME KEIRO Facing St lamers Church PICCADILLY. 
4 doors from 


Hours 10-1, and 2-4 oh Byes 
Author of “Clairvoyance and Crystal Gazing,” 2/6 ; “Palmistry, Clairvoyance, and Psychometry, 5/ 


RIDER’S COMPLETE CATALOGUE 


of Books on New Thought, Occultism, and Psychical Research, 
will be sent post free on receipt of address. 


tat. Pec eet te) hes ee 
WILLIAM RIDER & SON, Ltd., Cathedral House, Paternoster Row, London, E.0.1 


*Phone Brixton 2426. 
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Talismanic Jewellery. 


Charms, Keepsakes and Birthday 
Talismans, based on Occult and 
Astrological conditions prescribed by 
the Ancients, made up as Pendants, 
Brooches, Rings, Pins, Bracelets, etc. za 
Designs and estimates sent on receipt WŒ 
of particulars of requirements. If 
desired, customers’ own Gems used, 
or own ideas carried out. 


W. T. PAVITT, 17 Hanover Square, London, W.1 


THE BROTHERHOOD OF LIGHT 


Course I. 7 lessons on The Laws of Mediumship. Explains all psychic and occult phenomena, 
Course II. 9 lessons on Astrological Signatures. Gives the origin and destiny of the soul. 
Course III. ş lessons on Spiritual Alchemy the underlying philosophy of Yoga. 

Course IV, 13 lessons on Ancient Masonry 1s the ‘hermetic teachings of the Rosicrucians. 
Course V, 12 lessons on Esoteric Psychology ı how to use thought for realization, 

Course VI. 13 lessons on Tarot and Kabbala, The ancient Secret Doctrine. 

Course VII. 13 lessons on Spiritual Astrology, or the Religion of the Stars. 

Corse VIII, 7 lessons on Horary Astrology. How to cast and read a horoscope. 

Course IX, 7 lessons on Mental Alchemy. Gives instructions for healing by thought, 
Course X, 16 lessons on Natal Astrology and the hermetic system of directing, 

Course XI. 7 lessons on Divination and Character Reading ; and how to foretell events. 
Course XII. lessons on Natural Alchemy of Religious Opinion. The earth’s origin, &c. 

Each lesson contains about 6,000 words of reliable information. Members on passing examinations 
are given valuable private MSS. Each lesson post paid (zs. 14.). Interesting prospectus free on receipt 
of 2d. stamp for postage. U.S.A.: Box 1525, Los Angeles, Cal, Great Britain; W. P. Swainson, c/o 
W. R. Thwaites, 8 High Street, S. Norwood, London, S.E.25. 


Map and brief judgment, 5/-., 
Regulus, Astrologer. Who years’ advice, 10/6. 
Time, Date, Place of Birth and Sex required. If married, date of same 
for correction purposes. 93 Cowgate Street, Norwich. 


IVES helpful advice on spiritual and material 


M a dam e matters, by the aid of her remarkable psycho- 
i Interviews daily 


metric and clairvoyant powers. 


from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m, Mornings by appointment 
WORTH = 


Feesfrom 10/6. Psychometry by Letter from 5/- 
(Mrs, Bloodworth.) Address:—42a Connaught Street, Hyde Park, W.2. 


BEDROOM and SITTING-ROOM 


Bath, H. & C. Electric Light, etc. Overlooking Mitcham Common. Close to 
Public Golf and Tennis Grounds. Trams, ’Buses, and Trains in close proximity. 
20 minutes to Town by train. Married Couple or Two Lady Friends, no Children. 
Vacant from 8th June. Terms 38/- per week. Blackwell, 7 Park Place Terrace, 


Mitcham. 


A Private Collector is disposing of his Valu- 
BOOKS able Library of Occult Books (upwards of 


10,000 volumes), on account of failing health, 


Catalogues free on application. Prices moderate. 
“ AUTHOR,” 14 Marlborough Rd., Gunnersbury, London, W.4. 


DON’T READ THIS ADVERTISEMENT! 


If you are afraid to face facts and to know yourself and the possibilities of 
your life. Whatever your problem or difficulty, it can be solved astrologically 
by GABRIEL DEE, Send time (if known), date and place of birth, with 2/9 
for test reading or 10/6 for life study, or call and we will talk the matter over 
personally, Talismans and Magical Requisites a speciality, Lessons in As- 


trology given. GABRIEL DEE, Carlton House, 11p Regent St., London, W.1 


LL 
“ HINDU SPIRITUAL RECORDER"—The only All-India 

$ psychical monthly review, devoted to Occultism, Spiritualism, 

Mysticism, New thought, Oriental-philosophy, etc., for Self-culture 

and Spiritual Enlightenment. Perennially Interesting. A Mind Tonic. Remit Ann. Subs. Rs. 3. FREE—toNew 


Subscribers “ Yogic & Mystic Secrets " price Rs. 2-8. Free Fellowship,etc. The All-India Occult House, Dacca, 


et 

Clairvoyante, Psychometrist. Interviews daily 
Mrs. S. FIELDER, 2 to 8. Saturdays excepted. Psychometry by 
post (send birth date and stamp), from 2/6. 


Ph 
29 Fairbridge Road, Upper Holloway, near Highgate Tube, N.19. Hornesy 4863 


The British College of Psychic Science, 


59 HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W.11. 


Tel.: Park 4709, Hon, Principal, J. HEWAT McKENZIE, 
NEW SYLLABUS READY. 


Best equipped centre for the Study and Demonstration of Psychic Science in 
Great Britain. 


For membership and experiments apply to the Hon. Secretary. 


The College 


“PSYCHIC SCIENCE” Quarterly. 


(Illustrated), Editor, F. Bligh Bond. 
2/9 post free. 11/- yearly. Striking and Original Articles: 


HELEN, THE GREEK. 


Psychic memories from past incarnations a speciality. Send photograph ae pa 
date. Fees 5/6 &10/6. Address—c /o OccuLt REVIEW, 8 Paternoster Row, E.0.4. 
BS I Abe STEM a 5 RTE ee abet TD Di a nee ea Be Be a Sa 


P. S. HERU-KA AL ROAD, LONDON, W.10. 
heal x A ” ss Oe KENSAL TO “and py oe f beg J- 

marriage, financial , + An ti answered. s e 
piace of birth required, Maps. rom 10/6. Fees prai meriin Genuineness guaranteed 
a a, 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Mr. Courtenay Arundel, ASTROLOGER, 
(late 32 St. James's Street), continues to practise at the following address : 
HOTEL PEIFFER, Passage de la’ Madeleine, Paris (8°). 

Short reading, including map +. ea $: 
Full written horoscope with two years’ directions 
English Currency Notes preferred. 


10/- 
20/- 


.. 


“ Silent— 
THE DEAD C is) Posthumous author of “Not " 
-À TIVE ! ™ A ited tthe the mediumship fi ak apostage 4d. 
Mrs. Lamb Fernie, 40 Bedford Gardens, London, 8. J 


—" i i ible and beautiful. ‘ d 
a Cee ee een eee ae se E the outpouring’of « big bear, fall of lowes 


human comradeship.” paa 
PT i h 
A VISIT TO BRIGHTON © "°°7Pe%,anePhtenciogists a cal 
Professor and Mrs. J. MILLOTT SEVERN; 
68 West Street and West Pler. Dally. —— 25 Years Practical Experienoti 


I SEE THE CAUSE OF YOUR PROBLEMS PSYCHICALLY 
The diagnosis and cure of your mental, psychic and Sa problems. 
JUDITH AMBROSE, 18 THE RIDGWAY.’ WIMBLEDON, 8.W.19 
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UNIVERSAL ASTROLOGICAL SERVICE 
(Under the direction of VIVIAN E. ROBSON, B.Sc.) 
HOROSCOPES. DIRECTIONS. LESSONS. 
Every kind of astrological work undertaken by an expert staff. Write for prospectus. 
2s. 6d. SPECIAL TEST HOROSCOPE 2s. 6d. 

Send P.O. for 2s. 6d. with date, time, and place of birth for a test reading specially 
prepared for each applicant. 

U.AS., 48 FLANDERS MANSIONS, BEDFORD PARK, LONDON, W.4. 
Tel. : Chiswick 2738. 


tical Philosophers. By A. E. Warre. 1888. 30s. Studies in Jacob Boehme. By A. J. Penny. 1912. 
21s. From the Caves and Jungles of Hindustan. By H. P. Biavatsxy. 1892, £2 2s. The Message of 
the Stars. By Heinper. 19/8. 10s. 6d. Solar Biology. By H. E. Burer. 1921. 25s. The Aurora, 
By Jacos Borume, Translated by J. Sparrow. 1914. 21s. Esoteric Buddhism. By A. P. Sivnert. 12s. 6d. 
The Hidden Church of the Holy Graal. Its Leg a and i 7 mer By A. E. Warre. 1909. £22s. The 
History of Magic. By ELipHas Levi. 1913. £33s. Book of Mystery and Vision. By A. E. Warre. 1902, 
15s. Azoth, or the Star in the East. By A.E. Warre. 1893. £22s. The Mystic Way. By E. UNDERHILL. 
1913. 15s. Quests Old and New. By G.R.S.Meap. 1913. 12s.6d. The Key to Theosophy. By H. P. 
Bravatsxy. 1893. 21s. The Natural Genesis. By G. Massey. 2 vols. 1883. 45s. 

Special catalogue of Occult and Masonic Books post free on application. 


EDWARD BAKER’S Great Bookshop, 14 & 16 John Bright St., BIRMINGHAM. 


Removal of MISS N. McCALLUM, of Gourock, to 
Auchudulvorie, 69 Eldon Street, Greenock, N.B. 


Second Sight inherited from Highland Forefathers. 
Call or write; send small article with age and birth date. 
Fee from 5/- (P.O.) with stamped envelope. 


e 
Clairvoyante and Trance 
Madame Clara Irwin, '=izyovante and Tra 
Hours 2 to 6. Séance, Sunday, 7 p.m., 2s. 
Psychometry by post. Fee tos. With Astro-influences. Send birth time. 


“You have given me the best readin; nf I have seen,” “You have predicted many events that 
have come to pass,” “You are marvellously correct.” 
ADVICE BY LETTER OR APPOINTMENT, 


15 SANDMERE ROAD, CLAPHAM, LONDON, S.W.4. CM ghion)". 
CREATIVE ASTROLOGY 


Rebuilding the Human Universal Temple in The Image of 
the Divine Archetypal Form. 
Astrological Applied Arts and Crafts. Creative Colourscopes from the Aura. 
Line-work. Book-plates. Designs for Metal, Embroidery, etc. 
Stamped self-addressed envelope brings particulars. 


Note new LEO FRENCH (for Horoscopes), AQUARIUS (for Art Work), 
Permanent Address | Pan’s Garden, Churt, Farnham, Surrey. 


FIGU REOLOGY Your character and talents from your number, 
e Not Astrology. State birthday, month, year, 
sex, 3s. 6d. Part given to Red Cross funds. 

Spiritus, c/o ““Occutt Review,” 8 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 


A P F | NAL CAREER AWAITS You! {Unlimited scope for suitable 

RO ESS (8) persons in public service. 
(Chartered and Incorporated under British and American Governments.) Principals: Prot. Dr. THOS. TIMSON, D.Sc., 
F.B.P.S., London, U.S.A., and Indian ene of cra E ao J. TIMSON. M.LL.P.S., Regd., and staff of lecturers 
and examiners. Literature iree, 2d. P.L, Ltd., 3 Museum Square, "Leicester, England.. 


Copy “MEDIUMSHIP FOR THE MILLION, 5 1/3 post. You need this little book. 


a H 
T eat known Lecturer and Psychic, gives p 4 
MAX METCALFE myom from small articles, { 
Avice on SEA” "CECIL STREET, i 
Readings, 2/6, 5/-; Extended Reading, 10/6. is $ t 
oe Tife Heating, £1. 1e. * "KETTERING, ENGLAND qe 


Q.B.L., or The Bride’s Reception - - i 

Crystal Vision through Crystal Gazing - 

The Chalice of Ecstasy. Parzival - - 2.00 j f 

Hymns to the Star Goddess - - - Pi 

The Egyptian Revival. Light on the Tarot 5.00 i 
$ 
'i 
$ 
$ 


C. STANSFELD JONES. 
Collegium ad Spiritum Sanctum, Publication Dept., 
.O. Box 141, CHICAGO, ILL. 


wou ASESOR FANE 


Books You Want 


W. & G. Foyrz, Ltd., have issued a new Catalo ue o i 
Occultism and the Occult Arts, Freemasonry and Coane Socia osc 
Primitive Religions, Spiritualism, Higher Thought, Theosophy Mysticism and 
various other Aspects of Research. In it will be found an announcement of 
The Secret Knowledge—a new Magus, or complete Manual of Occult Philosophy 
by a Student of Burgoyne, shortly to be published by Foyles, the Special Sub: 
scription Price being 10s. 6d. net. This Catalogue of Dept. 10, which includes 
over 1,500 items, will be sent gratis and post free on request. 


Books You do not Want! 


Foyles will buy them—a single volume up to a Library. 
Occult Booksellers 121-125 Charing Cross 
and Publishers FOYLES Road, London, W.c2 


ROSICRUCIAN TEACHINGS 


That Guide to Self-Mastery, Health, Power and Success 


Are now available on the correspondence plan, These Lessons begin with the fundamentals of 

occult science and give the student a complete course in the Rosicrucian, Hermetic and Mental 

Systems, with clear instructions for self-development and unfoldment, and the exercise of 

the Mental Powers towards success in any phase of life's activities. Enrol and learn how 
to attain success through your own inherent powers. 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE BOOKLET AND APPLICATION BLANK 


SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 420, CITY HALL STATION, NEW YORK, N.Y., U.S.A. 


JUST PUBLISHED. The Thirty-six Zodiacal 


NATAL ASTROLOGY Bens jhe 


Two booklets containing the signification of the twelve Zodiacal signs and vo the tirien 
decanates. Examples of notable personages are given showing the effect of eac Parents 
character and life. 1/« each, Post Free. To be obtait 


W. P. SWAINSON, c/o W. R. THWAITES, 8 High Street, South Norwood, S.E.25, 


or THE BROTHERH 


(OOD OF LIGHT (Box 1525), Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 


THERE IS NO DEATH. 
Est. 1882), Normal and Trance Spiritual 
Mr. J. J. VANGO Oaks and Magnetic Healer. Séances for 
Investigators—Mondays, 8, 2/«; Thursdays at 3, 2/6. Receives daily by age 
56 Talbot Road, Richmond Road, Westbourne Grove, W.2. Buses 7, 31, 
15, 27aBc. Nearest Station, Westbourne Park (Met.). 


“No medium in London who is so trustworthy and so accurate.”—W. T. STEAD. 


CLAIRVOYANT AND PSYCHOMETRIST 


S r ; ú ° Article, 
(in charge of registered church) gives advice by post on health, business, change, etc. i, é 
photo or questions. 2/6and5/-. (Fees for church). ArTHuR Hatt, 188 Hodges St., Wigan 


SPECIAL ASTRO- 


STARELLEO—Astrologer. LOGICAL STUDIES 


of the Possibilities of Life generally and Health, Marriage and aaa? 
Prospects judged by the Horoscope, with 3 years eae nd ed 
extended readings with 5 years’ directions, £1 1 0. Special exte 


studies, £2 2 0. Sex, birth-date, time, place. cA 
STARELLEO, c/o Occult Review, 8 Paternoster Row, London, E. 
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w UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 


= — Mystical Church of The Comforter 
UY \S AT 
Denmark Hill Station, London, S.E.5 


Established 1901. 


E 
A TEA 
~ A v E OBJECTS: 
. To unite all nations in a bond of Unity and Love in the 


worship of their Creator. 
To revive spiritual gifts and the communion of Saints and 


Angels. 
To reveal not only the Fatherhood but the Motherhood of 


God and the Sonship of all mankind 
To prove the Everlasting Life and unveil the Face of Eternal 


Love. 


ASNH 


Simple Addresses and Messages of Comfort and Guidance for Seekers every Sunday at 11.50 and 
7 p.m., and Wednesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. (Saturdays, 8 p.m., Healing only.) Deeper 
teac hings to enrolled members only (Paraclete Chapter) Mondays and Frida ays, at 8 p.m. 


Our teachings are absolutely Universal. 
In His—Her Service, let us guide you aright 


Beloved ones, we are yours in that service. 
Confidential communications answered by the Messenger. 
We Guide, we Comfort, we Heal, we Visit. 


NO FEES, COLLECTIONS ONLY TOWARDS EXPENSES. 


Messenger (YMIR TEMPLE) Elizabeth Mary Eagle Skinner, 
*Phone Brixton 2426. 


THE BLAVATSKY ASSOCIATION 


The following Books may be obtained Post FREE on appli- 


cation to the Hon. Secretary, 22 Craven Hill, 
Tel. Paddington 7994. London, W.2 


8-8. d. 
THE MAHATMA LETTERS TO A. P. SINNETT . 1 1 0 
INDEX to the MAHATMA LETTERS. s . . 20 

THE LETTERS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY TO A. P. 
SINNETT . v 0 

H. P. BLAVATSKY, HER LIFE AND WORK FOR 
HUMANITY. By A. L. Cleather . 3 4 

H. P. BLAVATSKY, AS I KNEW HER. m Avis 
Cleather ‘ 3 4 

H. P. BLAVATSKY, A "GREAT BETRAYAL. By 
A. L. Cleather . 1 8 
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GUARANTEED TEXTUALLY ACCURATE EDITIONS 
of Mme. Blavatsky’s works can also be procured to order. 
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